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Amazing satellite photo of fetus discovered on planet's surface 















































































WHYTHE 
BLAST? 

The Blast! is dedicated to revealing, celebrat¬ 
ing and encouraging resistance to the forces of op¬ 
pression that choke this world in a vice-grip. We 
take aim at those who would deny us a life of free¬ 
dom, equality, mutual aid, and dignity. 

The Blast! is put out by the Agitator Index col¬ 
lective in Minneapolis. We are five people who be¬ 
lieve that the only way to stop the injustice in this 
society is by turning resistance into revolution. 

There are three key things we believe. First, 
there is nothing “natural” about the way the world 
is today. Capitalism doesn’t rule the world because 
it is “human nature” to be selfish and greedy. Race 
and racism do not exist because certain people are 
different “by nature.” Men and women are not dis¬ 
tinct and unequal because of “biology.” Race, sexu¬ 
ality, and oppression are human relationships that 
are created by social and historical conditions, not 
some unchangeable “human nature” or biology. 

Second, the world we live in is oppressive and 
unjust. We see four fundamental oppressions that 
have shaped this world: capitalism and imperial¬ 
ism, white supremacy, patriarchy (male domination 
and compulsory heterosexuality), and the state. All 
of these things work to grind the majority of people 
in the world into obedient servants, or if that doesn’t 
work, into dust. While all four of these oppressions 
are interconnected and work together to oppress 
people (for example, the way white supremacy has 
been combined with capitalism to oppress Black 
people in the U.S.), each oppression is also relatively 
independent from the others. Therefore, any revo¬ 
lutionary struggle has to fight all of these oppres¬ 
sions, not just one. 

Third, because the world is unjust, and because 
injustice is not natural, the world should and can 
be changed. This requires revolutionary change. 
That’s why we support the creation of a mass, bot- 
tom-up, democratic, participatory revolutionary 
movement that can overthrow the powers that be 
and build a free society. We need to start building 
this anti-authoritarian revolutionary movement 

now. 

We want The Blast! to be relevant to all kinds of 
people who are in some way fed up with this filthy 
world. We want to be a resource for revolutionar¬ 
ies around the world to use and contribute to. We 
promise to interview revolutionary persons and 
groups, report on resistance activities around the 
globe, and provide an anti-authoritarian analysis 
to events happening internationally and locally. We 
are committed to agitating locally in the Twin Cit¬ 
ies especially. 

We have a political statement that we published 
in our first issue that expresses our politics in much 
greater detail. If you would like a copy, please send 
us $2. 

For freedom, for revolution, for 
justice: The Blast! KABOOM! 

PO Box 7075 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

email: jolson@polisci.umn.edu 

Agitator Index is a member group of the Love and 
Rage Revolutionary Anarchist Federation. 
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This issue is dedicated to joel, who is moving away this summer. As a 
cofounder of The Blast! joel helped kickstart this project in 1993. We will 
miss his dedication to shitwork, snappy commentary and political analysis, 
brutal editing, and his intense hatred of cops. It is hard for those of us who 
have come up with joel in the local anarchist scene over the last five years to 
see him go, but we know that distance won’t break the ties that bind us 
together. 

We proudly dedicate this issue of The Blast!to our friend joel. We are pleased 
as heck to have had a chance to work with him for so long. 

Joel—we love you and will miss you. 

On a happier note, we welcome Gigi to our collective! 




Landri Brazile, comrade and friend, teacher and stu¬ 
dent, revolutionary, no longer walks among us. 

Those of us who worked and walked with Landri are 
a privileged group of people. We were blessed with the char¬ 
acter of a dedicated man who never turned his back or a 
blind eye. A man who would give more than he had and 
take less than he needed. 

Landri came to Milwaukee from New Orleans. Due to 
his suffering from epilepsy and the lack of opportunity here, 
Landri became unemployed and homeless. This beautiful 
man braved the streets of Milwaukee for four years, and 
when he finally qualified for SSI and got into an apart¬ 
ment, he didn’t forget his brothers and sisters still out in 
the cold, often taking many in and pushing for solutions. 

Landri was also a valued friend and volunteer at 
America’s Black Holocaust Museum. He represented the 
Museum’s founder and director, Mr. James Cameron, at 
the Million Man March in Washington DC. He worked and 
struggled with many organizations throughout Milwau¬ 
kee, including The New Student Party at Milwaukee Area 
Technical College, which he founded while still on the 
streets. 

Landri was a poet and author. He filled journal after 
journal with questions turned into poems, letters that 
would flow from casual correspondence to beautiful song. 
He had a way with words even when just talking, either 
speaking in questions or elaborating on simple observa- 
tions. He maintained correspondence with and was an ad¬ 


vocate for Ruchell Cinque Magee and Zolo Azania, among 
others. 

Landri was a student of revolution, constantly reading 
books on subjects ranging from Communist ideology to Black 
Liberation. His dedication to studying great revolutionary 
works was immense. He would even tape himself reading the 
best ones to listen to over and over again—to fully attain the 
information. 

Landri and i spent one of our days together in jail—i was 
there cuz i got caught, but Landri was there because he tried 
to stop the pigs from taking me and a PA system away. He 
didn’t turn away from nothing. 

We all send our love and a clenched fist salute to brother 
Landri Brazile. We miss you friend. Peace. 

—Todd, for Brew City Anti-Authoritarian Collective 

It is like a ship on the sea whose mast-head is already 
seen at a distance by folks standin’ on shore; it is like the 
momin’ sun which, risin’ wit’ radiant beams in the East, is 
already seen from afar by folks standin’ on top of the moun¬ 
tain; it is like an almost fully formed child stirrin’ in it’s 
momma’s womb. 

—Landri, January 22, 1996 

The Brazile family requests donations on behalf of Landri 
to be made to Homeless Housing: Ozanam Inn, 843 Camp 
Street, New Orleans, LA 70130 


AGITATORS: Erin Immaculate, Gigi, joel, Justine Abinni, Katrina, Nikolas Kautz. 
CONTRIBUTORS: April K, Brew City Anti-Authoritarian Collective, Bronx ABC, Bob Witanek, 
CA Women Prisoners Coalition, Candida Gonzalez, Carla, Craig, Dave, Frank/Houston, Ivan 
Daniel, Jacksonville ABC/Youth Action Movement, John/Active Distro, Khalfani Khaldun, 
Kieran, Kim, Laura, II, Luis, Melissa F, Mr Mike, Mr Nye, NJ ABC, Nina, Peter M, Polly P, Shaka 
Shakur, Steve, Todd. 

Special thanks to Dan & Profane Existence. 


ADVERTISE 

IN 

THE BLAST! 

Get your ad in for the next issue of The Blast! Our 
rates are cheap and our international circulation is 8,000 
copies (a minimum of 5,000 copies are distributed free 
in the Twin Cities and Minnesota). Plus, you'll be sup¬ 
porting a totally 
non-profit project: 
all money collected 
goes toward print¬ 
ing and mailing the 
paper. 

If you have 
any questions 
please write us do 
Justine. Thanks. 


SIZE (inches) 

PRICE 

10.5 x 6.5, 5x13 

$150 

5x10 

$120 

6x6 

$90 

5x6 or 3x10 

$75 

3.5 x 6 

$50 

5x3 

$35 

2 x 5 or 3 x 3 

$25 

business card 

$20 

2x2 

$15 


A LITTLE MONEY. 

A LOT OF PROPAGANDA. 

SUBSCHE 

SIX ISSUES 

Prisoners, moms on AFDC, PWAs, GIs free 

U.S. $9 

Canada & Mexico $11 

World $12 surface / $18 air 

Institutions $25 

UK/Europe £5 UK/£7 Europe 

(Send UK/Europe subs to: Active Distribution / BM Ac¬ 
tive / London WC1N 3XX . MO’s to “Active Distribution.” 
Wholesale rates for Europe also available.) 

Note: When you request a free sub to the Blast!, we will 
send you one issue. If you want to continue receiving it, write 
us back and tell us you want to be put on the subscription 
list. Free subs need to be renewed yearly. 

Please add $2 to your sub to help cover a prisoner's sub¬ 
scription. Thanks. 



























ON THE STREET INTERVIEWS 


WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE RISING RATE OF IMPRISONMENT AND THE DISPROPORTIONATE NUMBER 
OF PEOPLE OF COLOR IN PRISON?*WHAT DO YOU THINK OF PRISON CONDITIONS?*IS BUILDING MORE 
PRISONS A GOOD ANSWER TO CRIME?*DO YOU THINK THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM IS RACIST? 






What I know is that it’s always been dis¬ 
proportionate as far as African males because 
that’s the way the system was designed. Get 
‘em off th£_streefTanyway you can just get 
* offfhe street. Sometimes men are put in 
prison who did a crime and already served 
their time, but get another ten years added 
on. It’s just the way the system is designed, 
it’s our government. The system is racist. 
Prison conditions are supposed to be demor¬ 
alizing, aren’t they? So it was designed to be 
tR^It’s our government. 

— Aneftr^agg46, City Center 


I think most people in prison are minori¬ 
ties and most people are there because of rac¬ 
ist cops or a racist system and a lot of the 
people are there for crimes they didn’t com¬ 
mit. I’ve never been to prison but I know a 
few people that have. They basically try to 
take away all of your humanity and all your 
individuality. You get treated like shit by the 
guards, who are basically on a big power trip, 
and there’s nothing you can do about it un¬ 
less you want to get the shit beat out of you 
and end up staying in there for a lot longer. 
It sucks. A 

— Brooke, age 20, Uptown “ 


They’re quicker to arrest Black people, 
but Black people do do things. It’s not their 
fault all the time. But they’re quicker to ar¬ 
rest a Black person than any other race. 
Other races do crimes, but you see more Black 
people in (prison). They’ll get convicted 
faster. 

— Amber, age 26, City Center 

I guess prisons are needed in some cases. 
But I think they spend too much money im¬ 
prisoning people. The system is racist. Say 
like for killing someone they give like 2-5 
years but if you sell drugs you’re getting 15- 
20 years. That doesn’t make sense to me. I 
don’t know how prison conditions are because 
I’ve never been there but like I said, they 
spend too much money on it. Maybe if they 
found some other kind of way to rehabilitate 
people they wouldn’t need to use all that 
money. They could use that money elsewhere, 
say for homeless people or something. It 
seems so negative when they spend so much 
money building prisons. It’s a negative im¬ 
age that they’re sending and I think the 
money could be spent wiser. 

— Khalilah, age 20, City Center 

I think it’s a reflection of a criminal jus¬ 
tice system that distinguishes between two 
different classes and races of people. I think 
a lot of the crimes for which people are com¬ 
mitted these days are due to laws that need 
to be reformed, namely drug laws that dis¬ 
criminate against Black people in particular 
and against poor people as well. 

Education programs have been cut back 
and in some states even eliminated. That 
doesn’t effectively contribute to the ultimate 
goal of imprisonment, which I feel should be 
to not just put somebody away but to help 
alleviate a condition that is imbedded in so¬ 
ciety. I think there should be alternatives to 
prisons because they are grossly overpriced. 

— Jenny, age 24, City Center 

The prison system is racist. Prison con¬ 
ditions suck, they’re dirty. All you can do is 
lift weights or read books or do whatever they 
tell you to do like walk around and clean 
things up. 

A lot of people go to prison who are inno¬ 
cent. 

Money could be used for better schools 
and better stuff in schools, cause the school I 
go to is totally run down. Everything that we 
have there is crappy, and we’ll run out of pa¬ 
per before the year is over. They should put 
more money into the medical system, too. 

— Nato, age 15, Chrissy, age 16, Steve, age 
17, City Center 


I think it was really good that OJ was 
freed because it’s really hard for a Black per¬ 
son in America to get off like that, especially 
for murder and especially because the vic¬ 
tim was white. 

Cops are more likely to arrest Black 
people. I think they should not be putting as 
many people involved with drugs in jail be¬ 
cause they’re not as dangerous to the gen¬ 
eral public and it takes up a lot of room but 
also I don’t believe in the death penalty. The 
death penalty is wrong. If a member of your 
family is killed by somebody, would you want 
their family to go through the same thing? 
It’s not their fault. 

— Carissa, age 15, Brenna, age 15, and 
Ariana, age 18, Uptown 

There are African-Americans who are 
committing crimes, but I think that when a 
crime happens the first person they look for 
is an Afro-American because they figure 
they’re gonna have the least amount of money 
to defend themselves and the society won’t 
uproar as much if it’s a Black man as opposed 
to a middle-aged, white, Caucasian business¬ 
man. 

— Sarah, age 26, Uptown 

The rising imprisonment rate is pretty 
lousy, I wish we could do something about it. 
The disproportionate number of people of 
color in prison is indicative of nothing other 
than who is committing the crimes. 

Prison conditions are too good in many 
cases, it ought to be a tougher place to be. 
There is no racism within the criminal jus¬ 
tice system . 

— Jim Smith, age 47, City Center 


I think it’s a sad commentary on our so¬ 
ciety. I think most people who are in prison 
deserve to be there and I don’t think they 
should have TV. I think they should have the 
basics—food, reasonably clean conditions. 
But other than that I don’t think they should 
be coddled or anything. I think the dispro¬ 
portionate number of people of color in prison 
is unfortunate but is seems to be that they’re 
committing the majority of the crimes right 
now. The criminal justice system isn’t racist. 

—Pam E, age 51, City Center 


Every time 
somebody does 
something, even a 
little petty crime, 
nowadays you could 
end up in prison. You 
could be fifteen 
years old and with 
the new law they got 
in there, (the JDC 
law) you could end 
up in prison. It’s get¬ 
ting worse. The 
criminal justice sys¬ 
tem is racist. The 
criminal justice sys¬ 
tem in racist to¬ 
wards everybody, 
they’re blind to igno¬ 
rance to everything 
that goes on. They don’t know what we’re trying to do. 

I got a gang of homies that’s in jail for some stupid shit. Stuff that they shouldn’t even 
be in there for. That’s how I feel about it. It’s blind, justice is blind we need to give em some 
glasses to show ‘em . 

What is there to say? They gonna build ‘em (prisons) and keep building ‘em, because 
they think we’re animals anyway. It’s up to us as a culture, it’s up to us as individuals to 
separate from the ignorance that goes on in the world. Because we’ve got to better ourselves 
regardless of what politicians say. We as one group can stand alone by ourselves and strive 
and struggle. We’ve been doing this since we’ve been here. 

They keep sayin that America ain’t got enough money for anything, but they still build¬ 
ing prisons for everybody. Until we actually do something about it, it’s not gonna change. 
We still gonna be sittin’ in the pen, we still gonna be all fucked up. We gonna be lost until 
we can actually do something ourselves in this thing. 

— Monster, age 19, Lil-10, age 21, Mississippi, age 22, City Center 
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“It’s Not A 
Fair View 
From Here” 

University Hospital Merger Diagnosed 
Anti-Worker 

by Justine Abinni 

These were the words of a hospital 
worker and participant in a May 9 rally at 
the University of Minnesota. The rally, or¬ 
ganized by AFSCME (American Federation 
of State, County and Municipal Employees, 
voiced opposition to the upcoming takeover 
of the University of Minnesota’s Hospital and 
Clinic by the Fairview corporation. Fairview 
owns several other hospitals in the metro 
region and is one of two corporations that 
controls 60% of the health care industry in 
the Twin Cities area. Negotiations between 
the administrations of the University Hospi¬ 
tal and Fairview/Riverside Hospital began 
almost a year ago. It has only been within 
the last couple months that workers at the 
University Hospital have begun to receive tid¬ 
bits of concrete information regarding their 
status as future employees. For the most part 
workers have been shut out of the process. 
Most recently workers were told that on 
January 1 they would become Fairview em¬ 
ployees. 

At the beginning of this year AFSCME, 
one of the unions that represents 1200 hos¬ 
pital workers at the U, proposed a resolu¬ 
tion to the state legislature that would pro¬ 
vide protection for hospital workers in the 
case of a takeover. What finally passed was a 
dramatically watered down version of 
AFSCME’s original proposal. (Gov. Carlson 
claimed he would veto anything disadvanta¬ 
geous to Fairview.) This bill calls for the pro¬ 
tection of pension benefits, training and re¬ 
training of workers, and transition funding 
for health care and education reimburse¬ 
ment. What was taken out of the bill but con¬ 
tinues to be demanded are: 1) hiring priority 
for hospital workers who want to continue 
working for the University and who do not 
want to be forced to work for the Fairview 
corporation, 2) a severance package, 3) con¬ 
tinued access to the Regents Scholarship 
which allows University employees to take 
classes at the University for free, 4) continu¬ 
ation of union representation at Fairview, 5) 
no wage cuts (University workers face up to 
a 30% loss of income), and 6) transitional pro¬ 
tection on health and dental insurance (pres¬ 
ently workers face a decrease in medical ben¬ 
efits with higher monthly payments). Re¬ 
cently meetings between AFSCME and the 
U Hospital administration have broken 
down, leaving AFCSME feeling like the ad¬ 
ministration is not willing to negotiate. 

Throughout and since these negotia¬ 
tions, layoffs have occurred in the Environ¬ 
mental Services Department, Shipping and 
Receiving, and Ambulatory Surgery. More 
layoffs are expected, although as of yet it is a 
total mystery in which departments they will 
occur. Rumors have suggested that there may 
be up to 600.layoffs. In addition to layoffs, 
numerous people have resigned because they 
don’t want to wait around too long only to be 
handed a pink slip. 

Over the course of the year, the Univer¬ 
sity Hospital administration has tried to tem¬ 
per the anger, frustration, and confusion of 
workers at the Hospital by putting out pro¬ 
paganda that make the buy-out sound like 



ioca/ Hews 


In August 
1980, Candace 
Rough Surface, 
an 18 year old 
Sioux Indian and 
single mother 
from the Stand¬ 
ing Rock Reser¬ 


slaughter. He was sentenced to 100 years but 
is eligible for parole in 13 years. Scherr’s fam¬ 
ily were “founding father’s” of Mobridge 
(where the crime took place). So, in addition 
to good ol’ white boy privilege, he had the 
whole town on his side. 

So now it’s over. The murderers/rapists 
have been sentenced. But they were charged 
with manslaughter instead of murder, and 
they will never be charged with rape. This is 


This May, family and friends of Rough 
Surface organized Justice for Candy Ride , a 
series of spiritual rides and caravans. The 
most recent caravan started in Kenel, where 
Candace was from, made a prayer stop at the 
sight of her murder, went through Mobridge, 
and then to the courthouse in Selby where 
the trial was to be held. But justice for Candy 
doesn’t stop here. Her death symbolizes a 
continuation of racism against Native peoples 



Candv Rough Surface, Haver Forgotten "as 


Candy’s family and supporters outside of the courthouse in Mobridge. photo: Candida Gonzalez 


vation in South Dakota, was brutalized, 
raped, and murdered by two white teenag¬ 
ers from the neighboring white town of 
Mobridge. Candace’s death is part of a his¬ 
tory of racism in South Dakota, which in¬ 
cludes the Pine Ridge Massacre and the im¬ 
prisonment of Leonard Peltier. 

Her body was not found for nine months. 
There was little investigation and the case 
remained unsolved for 15 years until one of 
the assailants, James Stroh, was in the 
middle of a very bitter divorce. At this time 
his mother-in-law disclosed to the police that 
Stroh was involved in the murder. Stroh then 
proceeded to turn in his cousin Nicholas 
Scherr (member of a prominent Mobridge 
family), in exchange for a nice little plea bar¬ 
gain. Stroh’s rape and first degree murder 
charges were dropped down to aggravated 
assault and second degree manslaughter. 

Scherr’s charges of rape were dropped 
due to the statute of limitations (sending a 
message to rapists that if you kill your vic¬ 
tim, she won’t be able to report it, and if you 
can avoid charges for seven years you won’t 
be guilty anymore). People in Mobridge 
showed their loyalty to racism by signing pe¬ 
titions asking that Scherr’s bail be lowered. 
He pled guilty to a reduced charge of man- 


another example of racism and sexism in the 
criminal justice system, proving that the lives 
of Native women are not treated seriously. 


since North America was invaded by Euro¬ 
pean explorers. Candace Rough Surface will 
not be forgotten. 





an “affiliation” and that encourages workers 
to not be afraid of “change.” Decreasing costs 
in an ever-competitive marketplace is the 
new philosophy of more and more health care 
institutions that operate more like corpora¬ 
tions. The primary goal is no longer health 
care but profits. This is confirmed by the fact 
that Fairview has the highest paid CEO in 
the state of Minnesota. 

On June 3, the University Hospital ad¬ 
ministration staged a belated “open meeting” 
where employees of both the University Hos¬ 
pital and Fairview could speak at 5 minute 
intervals. This was supposedly an opportu¬ 
nity for employees to voice their concern to 
the University Board of Regents. But only two 
Regents showed up to hear workers’ concerns. 
The administration used this forum as an¬ 
other opportunity to put out more positive 
jargon about something that’s going to nega¬ 
tively affect workers lives and their families 
in the very near future. 

Lots of opposition to the planned take¬ 
over was expressed by hospital staff, union 
representatives, and a doctor from Fairview 
Southdale (another hospital owned by the 
Fairview corporation) who, in light of the re¬ 
cent investigations of poor patient care and 
a high death rate at Fairview Southdale, criti¬ 
cized the takeover as the wrong step for the 
University to take in order to create finan¬ 
cial stability. The administration planted 
some pro-takeover speakers who spouted the 
expected rhetoric. The administration pre¬ 
tended to listen and then closed the meeting 
with a warning that they were happy to hear 
the concerns but couldn’t guarantee anything 
would change. Justine is a UHospital worker 



The sunny evening of May 1st saw 
around 30 folks meet up for the first Critical 
Mass bike ride of 1996. Loosely organized by 
Earth First!, people from ARA, Food Not 
Bombs, the Green Party, and the Hard Times 
bike club, as well as fun-seeking individu¬ 
als, came together to liberate our streets from 
a culture which places profits from oil, autos 
and road-building above people’s lives. 

At least 25 cities worldwide have expe¬ 
rienced Critical Mass rides. They are a re¬ 
sponse to the insanity of life in industrial¬ 
ized, corporate-controlled society. The rides 
simply involve masses of regular folks riding 
together, taking as much space as we need. 
They are fun, empowering, and in-your-face. 

We started our ride with a reminder. May 
1st was a worldwide day of direct action 
against Shell Oil for their part in the mur¬ 
der of nine Nigerian indigenous and ecologi¬ 
cal activists who were executed by the Nige¬ 
rian state this year. 

We took all the lanes of traffic going in 
our direction and held on to them through 
the West Bank, downtown, and along 
Hennepin Ave. to Lake St. Whoops and yells 
of “you stink,” “too many cars,” and “we now 
control our streets” brought a smile to the 
faces of most of the people we passed. 

Unfortunately, the Minneapolis Police 


Dept, didn’t understand that liberation of 
streets includes refusing to obey these thugs 
and killers, who enforce the will of our rul¬ 
ers. First we had one police car behind us, 
pathetically calling on us to keep to the right. 
We did what any free people would do and 
ignored them. 

Then we blew off an arm-waving goon in 
the road in front of us. And that is when the 
fun stopped. A police car sped by us, and lit¬ 
erally drove into the middle of our group, 
narrowly avoiding injuring us and pedestri¬ 
ans. More cop cars appeared, and in the en¬ 
suing confusion, six riders were grabbed. 
They were ticketed with refusing to obey a 
lawful order and impeding traffic, and their 
bikes were also taken. 

The thugs were their usual selves: vio¬ 
lent, stupid, and pathetic. One day they will 
face the anger of all the people they have 
fucked with, and we’ll see if they are so tough 
then. 

So that was our first ride. Stay tuned for 
more rides in the future. They usually hap¬ 
pen around the first of the month. There is 
strength in numbers, so please come if you 
can. Think about bringing an old beater bike 
in case bikes get seized again. 

—Earth First! 
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Local News 




WELFARE RIGHTS STRUGGLE 
CONTINUES 


by Kim DeFranco & the Welfare Rights Comittee 


Right from the start, the politicians 
wanted welfare reform. They were all set to 
throw poor women and children and poor 
families off the system and onto the streets 
without any safety net and nowhere to turn. 
In the beginning of the 1996 legislative ses¬ 
sion, the worst poor-bashing “Welfare Re¬ 
form” bill was killed right away by the Wel¬ 
fare Rights Committee. This was a huge vic¬ 
tory because it was due to our testimony, 
phone calls, and huge protests both this year 
and over the past three years. During this 
time the Welfare Right Committee has suc¬ 
ceeded in organizing huge numbers of people 
to the State Capital to oppose welfare reform. 
Our protest on January 16th had a big im¬ 
pact. Over 450 people came to the capital to 
say NO to attacks on welfare at the start of 
the legislative session. 

On the state level, another welfare bill 
with some bad provisions became law. The 
bill has three main parts: 1) It lets counties 
put in a whole new welfare system called 
MNJOBS. MNJOBS would get rid of the 
STRIDE progam (a program that allows 
people on^welfare to get an education) and 
iuld limit education. This forces people to 
take any job, at any wage, under any work¬ 
ing conditions, even if supporting families in 
these jobs is impossible. 2) It requires an 
unconstitutional 30-day waiting period before 
families can get aid when moving to Minne¬ 
sota. 3) It mandates more workfare/slave la- 
boFfor both parents in a two parent house¬ 
hold witnschoofage kids. Parents will have 


to do CWEP 
(Community 
Work Expe¬ 
rience Pro¬ 
gram) or 
else be cut 
off the 
grant. 

On the 
Federal 
level, bills 
being dis¬ 
cussed and 
voted on in 
Washington 
include: 1) 
five year life¬ 
time limit on 
getting wel¬ 
fare, 2) two 
years of 
AFDC (Aid 
to Dependent 
Families 
with Chil¬ 
dren) and 
then 

workfare for everyone, 3) no extra money 
for additional children born while the 
mother is on welfare, 4) an end to entitle¬ 
ment programs that guarantee welfare re¬ 
placed by Block Grants that would be is¬ 
sued on a first-come first-serve basis and 
would run out, and 5) no AFDC, food 
stamps, medical assistance, SSI, or any 


Welfare Rights Committee demo at the Minnesota State Capital, photo: Polly Pagenhart 


other welfare benefits for non-citizens. 

Wisconsin is setting a bad example by 
ending their AFDC program and instituting 
workfare/slave labor jobs. The state will 
waste more of the people's money to design 
these positions, forcing people to work for no 
wage or a sub-minimum wage, (as low as 
$2.99/hour). And they will pay corporations 


up to $300 per person per month to make 
people slaves instead of giving the workers 
the money. These positions aren't real jobs. 

Currently, the Welfare Rights Commit¬ 
tee is organizing a boycott of the state of Wis¬ 
consin; its tour- ism, cheese prod¬ 

ucts, recreation, 
and sports. Wis¬ 
consin is setting a 
precedent by’pur¬ 
posely ending the 
AFDC program, 
cutting off women 
and children, end¬ 
ing the entitle¬ 
ment program, 
and then shoving 
everyone into 
workfare/slave la¬ 
bor programs, 
while NOT creat¬ 
ing real jobs with 
livable wages, 
alotting more 
childcare money, 
or creating more 
real economic op¬ 
portunities. 

So don't be¬ 
lieve the hype! 
Politicians every¬ 
where are using 
poor families as 
scapegoats! All 
people need real 
jobs that pay good 
wages, education, 
health care, hous¬ 
ing, and decent daycare! Right now is a criti¬ 
cal time, as Federal politicians keep pushing 
for the most devastating cuts to welfare and 
other anti-poverty programs! We must also 
prepare and organize for next year’s battles 
at Minnesota's State Capital, as state politi¬ 
cians step up their attack on low-income Min¬ 
nesotans. 


Women’s Justice Brigade 


Protest at Calvary Temple, an anti-abortion church in St. Louis Park, Mpls. 


mm 

hypocrisy strikes again 

u.s.corporations can move to mexico but 
mexicans can’t move here 

On May 22, the U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) raided North¬ 
ern Star Co., a potato processing plant in 
southeast Minneapolis. Acting in their own 
interests, the company collaborated with the 
INS to avoid facing criminal action for hir¬ 
ing “illegal” Mexican immigrants. This proves 
that deportation isn’t about following the law 
but rather is about throwing non white people 
out of the country. The INS had been watch¬ 
ing the company since January and in an¬ 
ticipation of arrests Northern Star had hired 
additional workers. 

Forty-eight workers were arrested and 


given the choice of immediate deportation or 
an investigation into their status. It was ex¬ 
pected that they would choose deportation. 
It is not known how much time they were 
given to sort through personal/family issues 
before they were deported. 

Many so called “illegal” immigrants come 
to the U.S. in hopes of finding decent jobs. 
They are forced out of their own countries 
because American-owned companies operate 
plants in Mexico that don't pay enough money 
for people to survive. So people come here “il¬ 
legally” out of sheer economic survival. Com¬ 
panies in the U.S. are willing to hire them 
because they know they can exploit them up 
until, like in the case of the above potato 
plant, they are discovered by the INS. 

In April the INS raided Gold’n’Plump 
Poultry in Cold Spring, Minnesota. Fifty-five 
workers were arrested. This company had 
also collaborated with the INS. 

Tear down the borders! —Justine Abinni 


The Women’s Justice Brigade is a coali¬ 
tion of Minneapolis activists working together 
to fight for reproductive freedom for all women 
and to defend ourselves against the religious 
right. We see these goals as part of a radical 
feminist agenda that prioritizes the particu¬ 
lar struggles of poor women and women of color. 

We think every woman and girl should be 
able to freely and unapologetically choose to 
have an abortion. Better yet, we believe every¬ 
one should have access to education about her 
reproductive options and to quality, respectful, 


and free healthcare. In particular, we em¬ 
phasize this right for poor women and girls, 
women of color, and women who live in poor 
nations, all of whom are most likely to face 
reduced options, unsafe conditions, and co¬ 
ercive pressure from population control 
agencies. 

We believe that all women and girls 
have the right to sexual freedom and self- 
determination. We think that queer libera¬ 
tion is an important part of this. 

We also want economic justice so that 


every woman who chooses to have children 
can support them with a decent standard of 
living. 

While some groups choose to oppose the 
Right through legislatures or courts, the 
Women's Justice Brigade is a direct action 
group. We counter the Right in the streets, 
at their churches and headquarters, and in 
defense of our doctors, clinic workers, and the 
women they serve. We do not rely on police 
or legal action to defend us or our clinics— 
we do it ourselves! 


Since our founding this winter, the 
Women's Justice Brigade has protested 
against Operation Rescue and Pro-Life Ac¬ 
tion Ministries locally and organized a trip 
to Chicago to counter an anti-choice attack 
there. We are currently working on organiz¬ 
ing ongoing clinic defense and other local 
activities. 

If you would like to join our brigade, find 
out more about what we're doing, or check 
out a meeting, give us a call at 649-4509. 

—Erin/WJB 
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av Nticoi^s JCawtz 
1. Before the contemporary state of Israel, the Jews were 


landless and power- 
controlled Europe's 
wealthy. (Today, some 
Afrocentrism by 
racism into it.) 

People could do 
Jews, and get awayl 



less. Notions that Jews secretly 
wealth were lies told by Europe’s 
people are trying to ruin 
sneaking this form of European 

anything they wanted to do to the 
with it. So this question held huge 




moral import for the world, not only the 
Jews: “Why is Jewish blood cheaper 
and less holy?” Why should Jewish 
blood be spilled while the spillers’ blood 
is not? Any people being genocided 
should shout this question. (Sister 
Souljah and others are correct with their 
rhetorical calls to young Black men to 
“turn the guns around.” ) 

2. Gaining land and state 
power changed the question’s meaning 
for both Jews and the Gentile world: 

Tn one tiny corner of the world (and nowhere else, contrary to Jew- 
hating myth), Jews were able to decide whether and when those who spilled 

Jewish blood would have to pay. 

•Spillers of Jewish blood were, 
for the first time, doing it because 
they were actually under Jewish 
power, not because they were having 
paranoid Jew-hating fantasies. 

•Within this one tiny corner of 
the world, Jews could spill non- 
Jewish blood with impunity. (And no 
people should have that power over 
any other people.) 

•For the first time, Jews would 
spill Jewish blood in disputes over 

how to rule Jewish land. 

3) Yigal Amir spilled Yitzak Rabin’s blood. A conservative, 
religious, Jewish nationalist assassinated the secular, Labor prime minister 
to protest negotiations with Palestinians. Israeli law prohibits the 
spilling Yigal Amir’s. There is no death penalty in Israel. (Had Amir been 
Palestinian, his relative's homes would have been bulldozed after the cops 
raided them.) 

4) Israeli medical officials spilled Ethiopian Jews’ blood 
because it was feared to be dirty. Supposedly, the Ethiopians have a 
higher rate of HIV than other Israelis. Rather than refuse Ethiopians’ blood 
openly, officials dumped it secretly. Donated blood, which comes largely from 
the military, is tested for HIV; no one has said whether the Ethiopians’ 
dumped blood was infected. 

Observant Jews of all ethnicities or hues pay close attention to ideas of 
ritual cleanliness — what foods or acts are clean or 
unclean. Here, fears of “dirty” blood mixed with 
European racism against Africans, and spilled 
over into medical & public policy. 

Zionism’s premise — and promise — is that all Jews 
have a homeland. The treating of their blood as filth 
thrust at Ethiopian Jews an aching truth — that, after 
all, they are strangers in Israel. Many Jews have turned 
away from Zionism — because we reject nationalism, and 
because we can accept no homeland created by turning 
the indigenous people into refugees. But the Ethiopians 
embraced their homeland. Why does it not return their 



liberation from 
anti-Semitism. 

6) The 
Meaning of 
“Blood”: Jew- 
haters the 
world over 
plagarize 19 th - 
century 
European 
anthropolo¬ 
gists in order 
to define the 
Jews, and 
therefore our 

awareness of anti-Semitism, out of existence. The anti- 
Semites claim that we are not all of the same “blood” or 
“race,” and therefore we cannot be one people. If we are not 
one people, then we are not persecuted as a people. We are 
noisy and pushy and have “disproportionate influence.” We 
who believe in Jewishness as a positive, historically 
important set of linked experiences must avoid the pitfall of 
‘"blood.” Blood is a fluid that carries chemicals through an 
organism. Speaking of it metaphorically to describe peoples 
and their histories has always lead to trouble. 

When others spill Jewish blood at their hateful whim, 
and with impunity, we shall organize to defend ourselves 
“by any means necessary,” as is any people’s right. When 
we seek to rule over other peoples, when we spill Jewish 
blood in fights over how to rule over other peoples and 
ourselves, when we deem certain Jews to have “dirty” 
blood, we have betrayed ourselves, and our common 
history. 


Kings of 
Israel Square 

•1i % 

|“\ owngorf \ 

j s^. \ 

1 I Tel Aviv 

embrace? 

5) Israel mirrors its sponsor — the U.S. America tells the story of 
persecuted people finding a wilderness, taming it, and making it open for the 
world’s “tired and poor.” The harassment of Protestant religious minorities in 
England was minor comared with the meticulous mass murder of the Jews 
in Europe, and this vast contrast makes the similarities between Israel and 
the U.S. all the more poignant. 

In both societies the original settlers who arrived and displaced the 
indigenous peoples created the new national identity and set the terms on 
which subsequent settlers would assimilate or not. In this sense, European- 
descended Jews in Israel act like whites in America. African and Asian Jews 
are second-class citizens in a settler colony that excludes the indigenous 
inhabitants. Thus the Israeli national identity can never be a source of 



Old & Young Tear It Up 
For a Better France 
— Today and Tomorrow 

BY APRIL KNUTSON 

* The most important event in 1995 may have been the 
three-and-a-half-week mass strike by French workers and 
students that rescued social benefits from the right-wing 
government’s knives. 

•Hundreds of thousands demonstrated daily in scores of 
cities — 

•Effigies of Prime Minister Alain Juppe were burned — 
•Luxury department store windows were smashed — 
•Police were attacked — 

•All mass transit was halted — 

•International airports were shut down — 

•Students — and their teachers —joined! 

The government used European unity as a ruse to 
cut wages and pensions, claiming that France had to quit 
“coddling” workers. Sounds like the arguments of state 
monopoly capitalists in this country. 

Just as U.S. labor fought NAFTA and GATT, so French 
workers oppose European unity. When the government 
called for cuts, the workers hit the streets at once, para¬ 
lyzed the economy for weeks, and won! 

You’d think the appointed guardians of labor’s inter¬ 
est in the U.S. would congratulate French workers. So 
did Labor Secretary Robert Reich urge U.S. workers to 
stand up? Did new AFL-CIO head John Sweeney call a 
solidarity rally? Will Hannibal Lecter become a vegetar¬ 
ian? 

The strikes also hit the xenophobic, neofascist Le Pen 
and his National Front. French workers showed they know 
their enemy — not Algerian immigrants,, but corporate 
greedheads and their politicians. Tb stop Buchanan, work¬ 
ers and students must take their grievances to the streets. 

Another French lesson: Old workers must respect 
young workers and students. Le Nouvel Observateur 
quoted workers and teachers saying they struck not only 
in their self-interest, but to safeguard France’s social wel¬ 
fare system for the next generation. Now that’s revolu¬ 
tionary solidarity! 


What Was Habeus 
Corpus — 

AND WHY WAS IT 
SQUASHED LIKE 
A BUG? 

It was a concept that used to be sacred 
to our leaders, because it had been sacred to 
their ancestors — the property & slave-own¬ 
ing European males who founded this Repub¬ 
lic. It used to be a procedure for going to a 
higher court and arguing that your impris¬ 
onment was illegal. It was called habeus cor¬ 
pus, aka “the Great Writ.” 

Earlier this year, Congress decided to do 
it like Old Yeller. The “anti-terrorism” bill 
contained a provision to stop the “abuse” of 
habeus corpus. Any use at all apparently 
equalled “abuse.” Zero Tolerance for Civil 
Liberties. 

Writs of habeus corpus were mainstays 
of jailhouse lawyers, and among the most- 
used tools of prisoners on death row. On the 
one hand, you could challenge your convic¬ 
tion through appeals. On the other hand (or 
“collaterally,” as lawyers say) you could use 
habeus proceedings and other types of post¬ 
conviction remedies. 

Since wealthy politicians are strikingly 
under-represented on death row, they appar¬ 
ently feel safe passing a law that limits the 
number and kind of appeals, habeus writs, 
and post-conviction motions you’re entitled 
to, and the amount of time in which you may 
file them. Their proudly-stated goal — to 
speed up executions. 

Clinton signed the bill. Still, better to 
have him in the White House than some geno¬ 
cide-minded police-statist. 


In Briefi 


Ramona Africa Wins 

PHILADELPHIA - If the forces of evil drop 
a bomb on your house, kill practically your 
entire family, and burn down the whole 
neighborhood, they may have violated your 
Constitutional right to be free from unrea¬ 
sonable search and seizure. 

Ramona Africa of MOVE won $1.5 million 
from the taxpayers of Philadelphia for the 
1985 seige and helicopter attack on MOVE’S 
South Phillie home, of which she was the only 
adult survivor. 

New Syndrom Found 
MINNEAPOLIS — Summer blahs? You may 
not be alone. An article appearing in the cur¬ 
rent issue of the U.K. medical journal Lan¬ 
cet describes a newly-discovered ailment 
among activists. Politics-Related Anxiety 
Syndrome, or PRAXIS, is said to effect one 
in three proponents of social change. 

Evil Clown Dies 

EARTH — Timothy Leary dropped dead. 
Believing that revolutionary organization 
was a bad idea, he counterposed individual 
change through drug use or computer use. 
What a yutz. 

Proud of Our Assimilation 

Capitalism was the offical sponsor of Les¬ 
bian—Gay—Bi—Transgender Pride this 
year. Next year, the official sponsor will be 
Capitalism. 

No Joke: SEE YOU IN CHICAGO - See 

p. 24 for details. 
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By JUSTINE ABINNI 

Ann Arbor, MI, June 22 — Eight anti¬ 
racists face felony charges after 500 furious 
anti-klan demonstrators hurled tear gas back 
at police, who were protecting a KKK rally 
on the roof of city hall. Cops broke one anti¬ 
racist’s leg. 

In contrast to recent protests, when po¬ 
lice have herded anti-Klan forces through 
metal detectors and into “pens,” the Ann Ar¬ 
bor demonstrators refused to be controlled. 
“This suggests a growing awareness and criti¬ 
cism of the State’s interest in protecting 'hate 
speech’ under the guise of freedom of speech,” 
stated a member of Anti-Racist Action (ARA). 

After police sprayed mace, demonstra¬ 
tors rained them with rocks. The cops esca¬ 
lated to tear gas, but the demonstrators 
threw back about 50 cans. Then the anti-rac¬ 
ists moved into downtown and busted bank 
windows. 


What began as an anti-Klan rally ex¬ 
ploded into an anti-police riot, with over 
twenty un-arrests and escapes. Police in¬ 
curred minor injuries and a Klan member got 
popped in the head with a rock. 

A pre-trial hearing is scheduled for July 
3 in Ann Arbor. Send legal-defense do¬ 
nations to Detroit ARA / POB 321211/ 
Detroit, Ml 48232 / (312) 730-3555. 


"■ The Blast! #7 is proudly brou 3 ht to you by 

the words FUZZ and DEVIL , and by the 
numbers 5-0 and 666. 



^ BY JOEL 

CHIAPAS, June —As another round of 
negotiations between the Mexican govern¬ 
ment and the insurgent Zapatista Army of 
National Liberation (EZLN) begins, a just 
peace in Mexico is farther away than ever. 
The government talks peace while readying 
a war to end the Zapatista’s rebellion, which 
has sparked smaller uprisings across the 
country. 

The EZLN, a Mayan-led army, revolted 
in the southern state of Chiapas on January 
l flt , 1994. They seized four towns before re¬ 
treating into the Lacandon jungle after sev¬ 
eral days of intense fighting with the Mexi¬ 
can army. Since then, the Zapatistas and the 
government have been in negotiations. [See 
Blast! #1.] 

Tensions across Mexico have shot up in 
recent months: 

•Late May — 30,000 Mexico City teach¬ 
ers struck for raises and better working con¬ 
ditions. Riot cops attacked; 40 teachers were 
hurt. Public outcry forced President Ernesto 
Zedillo to fire the police chief. 

•Also in May — 2,000 armed peasants 
from a tiny village with no electricity or run¬ 
ning water seized a 62-square-mile, $67 mil¬ 
lion estate of the family of ex-President Sali¬ 
nas. The peasants kicked the rich out of the 
pool and renamed the 3-jacuzzi, 10-bedroom 
mansion the “House of the People.” 


Continental & Global Victories & Defeats 



MONTREAL: 

COP 

VICTORY! 


St-Jean Baptiste Day is a 
hugely-popular nationalist 
holiday. This year, Juno 24th, 
It load to riots. So tho 5-0 
raided the office of an 
anarchist newspaper. 


“The riot is a spontaneous phe¬ 
nomenon,” and it “belongs only to 
those who participated in it,” stated 
members of Demanarchie, an anar¬ 
chist activist group with a newspa¬ 
per, after a leader of a state-spon¬ 
sored anti-fascist group claimed that 
anarchists instigated looting and the 
trashing of the National Assembly. 

Why would anti-fascists try to 
make trouble for other advocates of 
positive social change? “Perhaps be¬ 


cause they’re yellow-bellied govern¬ 
ment lackeys with no guts,” specu¬ 
lated Blast! staff psychic Nadja. 

The cops busted someone for 
selling Demanarchie and raided 
homes of collective members and 
members of Food Not Bombs. An 
“investigation” is underway, mean¬ 
ing a frame is in the works. Call 
the cops & tell ’em to lay off the 
anarchists: 819-752-4545. 


Wondrous Queer Victory! 
Rejoice! 

Crusning Queer Defeat! 
Despair! 

In Wk ich ike Supreme Court Recognizes 
Homopliokia Wk en it Sees Ii (F or Once!) — 
AnJ Clinton Sue Is (Or D oes He?) 

The justices of the U.S. Supreme Court have been hitting 
the books hard, putting a legal face on colonial and class war¬ 
fare. They needed to take a break. Or maybe they wanted to 
shore up queer loyalty to the government. Either way, they ruled 
that no state in the union may put a class of persons such as 
lesbians and gay men wholly outside the protection of the law. 
The court struck down Colorado’s infamous Amendment 2, which 
forbade cities in that state to pass certain anti-discrimination 
laws. 

That’s terrific news, if you seriously believe the law will 
ever offer you reliable protection. Depending on how well you 
can assimilate into American whiteness, maybe the law is your 
friend. Maybe. 

Meanwhile, apparently hoping to boost his popularity with 
the Christian Right, President Clinton announced he’d sign an 
anti-gay law in Congress. The law bans Federal recognition of 
same-sex marriages and ensures that straight couples will con¬ 
tinue to be favored in every area of Federal law —just in case 
any state legalizes queer partnerships in the future. Since no 
state does recognize queer marriages, the proposed law is en¬ 
tirely theoretical — politicians just wanted to stir up anti-gay 
hatred in an election year. How successful will they be? The 
bureaucrats who count things like queer-bashings won’t have 
the figures until 1998. 


ONE tiUARD DEAD - 
S MEN SENTENCED TO DIE 

July 4th is the day the state off Ohio has set to murder the 
first of the Lucasville 5, Siddeqe Abdulla Hassan. 


Build t.lio 
Ailli- 
Ounuoidu 
Campaign 



•Many armed peasant groups similar to 
the Zapatistas throughout Mexico now rou¬ 
tinely shoot it out with rich landowners or 
the fuzz. 

The Mexican government has struck 
back, imprisoning three persons for up to 
seven years each for being Zapatista sympa¬ 
thizers. The Zapatistas threatened to walk 
out of the negotiations. 

The real purpose of the talks is political 
maneuvering. The Zapatistas use the nego¬ 
tiations to build a national, democratic move¬ 
ment. They can only win their struggle (in 
many ways similar to an anarchist struggle) 
if the rebellion spreads beyond their region. 
The government uses the talks to contain the 
rebellion in Chiapas. If it discusses only lo¬ 
cal, not national, issues and limits the EZLN’s 
influence to Chiapas, it can grant token re¬ 
forms and blunt the revolution. 

If the government loses this game, it will 
attack. Instituting a global capitalist 
economy requires nothing less. 

All supporters of the just struggle of the 
Zapatistas have to let the Mexican and U.S. 
governments know that if they attack the 
Zapatistas, we will make their countries un¬ 
governable. The U.S. and Mexico need to fear 
our words. Creating a world based on free¬ 
dom, dignity, and social equality requires 
nothing less. 


Hassan, aka Carlos Sanders, was con¬ 
victed along with four other Lucasville broth¬ 
ers of killing a guard that was held hostage 
during the Lucasville prison uprising in 1992. 
All five were spokespeople during the rebel¬ 
lion, and all five have been sentenced to death 
for the murder of one guard. The judge in 
Hassan’s trial never allowed testimony about 
prison conditions at the time of the uprising. 
Outrages included: 

•Pork (yes, as in hog) in the innoculation for 
Tuberculosis, violating the religious rights 
of Muslim prisoners — 

•Routine brutality by Lucasville guards — 
•Lots of time in the hole for prisoners who 
spoke out against the conditions and bru¬ 
tality. 

Look for an anti-death penalty protest 
on July 3 d , the 20 th anniversary of the rein¬ 


statement of the death penalty in Ohio. In 
“Hands Across the River,” protesters will hold 
signs with the names of death row inmates 
in OH and KY over the river that divides the 
two states. If Hassan is executed on this “in¬ 
deception day” he would be the first person 
executed in Ohio in 20 years. Hassan is likely 
to appeal the conviction in which case the 
execution would be stayed. Anti-death pen¬ 
alty activists fear that with the recent Su¬ 
preme Court ruling limiting appeals by death 
row inmates all executions in Ohio will be 
expediated including those of the Lucasville 
5. 

The Lucasville 5 are: Siddeque Abdulla Hassan, 
George Skatez, James Were, Jason Robb, 
Keith LaMarr. 

Info: OH Prisoners’ Rights Union /POB 
141308 / Cinci., OH / 45250-1308 
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DON’T DIS ALL COPS 

Blast!, 

First of all, y’all’s paper is a 
blast. It’s also a confidence booster 
for many in terms of pride and hope 
in what is commonly known as “the 
struggle” in prison. 

I am an administrative segre¬ 
gation prisoner here in Tennessee 
Colony, Texas. I read Blast! #6 and 
I felt I had to share my opinion and 
work with the readers and all con¬ 
tributing members and staff of The 
Blast! Thus said, please allow me 
to voice an opinion of the article 
“Hate the Police.” My opinion is 
solely on the merit of my past expe¬ 
riences with the law, which have 
been many. In the article is a state¬ 
ment I do not agree with: ‘There is 
no such thing as a good cop.” 

How can the authors say that? 
How, when they are talking about 
racism? How do they expect to find 
peace when they are putting down 
all people wearing cop uniforms? 
We got to be reasonable if we wish 
to accomplish even the slightest 
change and understanding. Now, 
it’s true a great majority of cops are 
full of shit and are usually on some 
kind of authority ego trip. But let's 
keep in mind that every apple tree 
bears good apples as well. 

On the other hand, I think 
Clinton, Attorney General Janet 
Reno and Texas governor George 
Bush all suck in a major way. My 
knowledge on American politics is 
scarce but I know enough to realize 
that the above people are a few po¬ 
litical authority figures of these 
bullshit laws based on some kind 
of rich white peoples’ doctrine to 
steadily fuck over those they call 
“minorities.” 

I am originally from East Dal¬ 
las and I know so many people in 
the poor parts of Dallas who are not 
aware of what is going on. Yes, they 
can read the newspapers and read 
about politics, but most do not know 
what the hell they read, with all 
those educational words and stuff 
(due to pride a lot won’t admit it). I 
am not degrading the poor and un¬ 
educated. I am poor and unedu¬ 
cated and I hardly understand what 
I read about politics. 

Also, a lot of people do not be¬ 
lieve what goes on behind the walls 
of the prison system. For those who 
do not understand I can sum it all 
up in a couple of sentences: 1) 
Prison is a place where people live 
and die controlled by rich white 
people who make it hard to live and 
don’t give a shit if you die or suffer 
mentally. 2) Just because someone 
you may know goes to prison and 
later gets out does not mean that 
everything is smooth. That ex-con 
has a mind and heart that is af¬ 
fected by doing prison time. 

A brother in the struggle, 

Danny Thomas / #599960 / PO 


Box 4500 / Tenn. Colony, TX 75886 

WHICH ISLAM? 

Dear Blast! folks, 

I’d like to comment on the let¬ 
ters of Khalil Abdul Aziz (“Islam 
and Gang Banging,” Blast! #6), 
Greg Jackson (“A Message to White 
Anarchists,” #6), and As-Sayyid 
Q.A.M. (“Islam and the Left,” #6). 
Islam is usually misrepresented in 
the US and the actions of various 
Muslim groups usually focus on a 
particular trend in Islam rather 
than in a broad understanding. 

Islam is a 1400-year old reli¬ 
gion and in its entire history it has 
never been 
static. There 
was a time 
when Muslim 
theologians 
said that 
forty years of 
tyranny was 
preferable to 
one day of an¬ 
archy. Com¬ 
pare this to 
the attitude 
of some Mus¬ 
lims who 
would rather 
fight and die 
fighting than 
allow injus¬ 
tice and god¬ 
lessness to 
prevail! The 
difference, of 
course, is in 
the nature of 
society. The 
former belief 
was formu¬ 
lated during a time of civil and re¬ 
ligious strife when people were des¬ 
perate for peace and quiet—even 
under a sinful and harsh ruler. The 
current mood of defiance is a reac¬ 
tion to the perceived powerlessness 
of Muslims today. 

My opinion of “Islam” is non¬ 
existent. The question is which Is¬ 
lam? When? Devout Muslims will 
understand the anti-authoritarian 
left better if they can see that our 
mistrust of religion is based on the 
reality that religion, even Islam, is 
not an immutable, absolute, black- 
and-white. It changes and evolves, 
at different times for different 
people(s). Most of the time it has 
sanctioned class rule by elites and 
intolerance towards nonbelievers. 
(Christianity has been far worse in 
this regard, but that is no excuse.) 
Currently, many Muslims adopt the 
language of rebellion and struggle 
{Jihad = struggle) in a fight against 
enemies that include Zionism, US 
imperialism, the corrupt Arab and 
Muslim rulers of today, and compla¬ 
cency in the face of suffering. Anar¬ 
chists share these enemies, and 
should support many Muslim 


struggles. 

BUT some Muslims have a his¬ 
tory of attacking leftists, even un¬ 
provoked murders and cooperation 
with authorities (Egypt, Sudan, Is¬ 
rael/Palestine, Iran, Indonesia...) 
as well as throwing acid on women’s 
faces to enforce the veil (Afghani¬ 
stan) and beating women for trying 
to drive a car (Saudi Arabia). In 
each of these countries, democratic 
forces exist which are in struggle 
against groups and rulers that call 
themselves “Muslim.” 

If we want to have a dialogue 
with those Muslims who see our 
resistance and want to communi¬ 


cate with us, let’s ask them to take 
a stand on tolerance. I think that 
because of the US’s traditions cf 
tolerance, Muslims here are more 
likely to be allies of the left than in 
other countries. 

Anarchists should also be less 
self-righteous about religion in gen¬ 
eral. The Christian Quixote Center 
has done as much as anyone to help 
save Mumia Abu-Jamal. MOVE is 
a religious group. Religious people, 
including many Muslims, are valid 
and valued participants in the 
many struggles we share. I hope 
that Muslim brothers and sister in 
the walls and without will seek to 
understand and work with anar¬ 
chists, and vice versa. Islam and 
anarchy have rich traditions to 
learn from. As a former Marxist- 
Leninist, I should add that this tra¬ 
dition is rich as well. 

I guess the most important 
thing is respect. If we feel secure 
about ourselves, we can respect oth¬ 
ers and work with them. 

Charles Lenchner / c/o B-l 
North Village / Amherst, MA 01002 


Attn. Cops: Stop reading this. 


“THREAT TO 
SECURITY” 

Blast!, 

What’s up? Currently I’m be¬ 
ing held captive by these rednecks 
down here in Texas. It’s really got¬ 
ten bad here. I won’t even try to list 
all the shit that these pigs are do¬ 
ing down here; you can guess. What 
I can’t understand is how 3,000 in¬ 
mates can allow a couple of hundred 
pigs with sticks to beat, starve and 
torture them. It is un-fucking be¬ 
lievable. I’ve been in administra¬ 
tive segregation for four years now 
because I’m deemed a “threat to 
security,” all because I “look like” 
I’ll do something. Every time I get 
ready to get out into general popu¬ 
lation, I get crossed out, as do all 
the “diehards” back here. jPero todo 
se paga! 

Anyway, the reason I’m writing 
is to see if I could get a subscrip¬ 


tion. I can’t pay cause they’ve locked 
my account. They say I owe them 
$275 for tearing out the wall light 
and ventilation in an escape at¬ 
tempt. Lies, all lies! Ha ha. 

Be cool and stay strong, 

Esequiel Pena / 577459 / Rt. 4 
Box 1500 / Beaumont, TX 77705 

CULTURAL 
MISCONCEPTIONS 
AND WORKING 
CLASS EUROPEANS 

Dear Blast!, 

I would like to reply to Division 
By Zero’s letter concerning a Ms. 
Adams postcard that has caused 
such offense (“New Age Racism 
Can’t Do Shit Against the Pig Men¬ 
tality,” Blast! #6). No such offense 
was intended and I do not wish to 
prolong a counter productive argu¬ 
ment, but I’d like to clarify a few 
points. 

A) We are poor ourselves, on 
welfare and living in local govern¬ 
ment housing. We moved to Shet¬ 
land (UK) after being intimidated 
out of our home down in England 
by neo-nazis. I consider “New Age¬ 
ism” to be a middle American im¬ 


port to Europe, something for bored 
Californian yuppies. Christianity is 
not the indigenous religion of Eu¬ 
rope. In the British Isles Druidism 
is the traditional belief, a religion 
still legislated and persecuted 
against by the state. Christianity 
was imported to Europe by the Ro¬ 
man Emperors to keep the “peas¬ 
ants” in line and to prop up their 
crumbling empire. 

B) We are not so “clueless” to 
believe that the indigenous peoples 
of what is now the Americas were 
one unified state, but neither is 
Europe. Are the Turks, Celts, 
Catalans or Bosnians one people 
culturally? In the Napoleanic Wars, 
villagers in Whiteby in the north of 
England hung an escaped monkey 
that came off a ship because they 
thought it was a French spy! This 
shows that only 100 years ago 
people in northern England didn’t 
have a clue about even France. 

C) When the ruling elite of 
Europe were committing genocide 
in America and enslaving African 
people, most Europeans lived in 
serfdom and slavery themselves. 
My ancestors worked in mines from 
the age of four, were hung for steal¬ 
ing a loaf of bread and were trans¬ 
ported to Australia for trying to or¬ 
ganize unions. 

D) Most people in Europe are 
fed the Disney World, Hollywood 
view of America. Likewise, most 
Americans seem to think we all live 
in a thatched cottage in Stratford- 
on-Avon and have tea with the 
Queen. Most Europeans live shitty 
lives in gray inner cities, oppressed, 
fed bullshit on the TV, and are 
bashed over the head by the cops 
when they try to break free. I’ve 
been homeless, I’ve been a squat¬ 
ter, and on the wrong side of the law. 
Our police are no different than 
yours, they just wear different 
shaped hats. 

E) Apart from being too poor to 
even buy any cigarettes and hav¬ 
ing children to bring up we do try 
to network information concerning 
travelers (who are a persecuted 
minority in the UK) and other 
counter-information. We also nefr 
work information on the draconian 
welfare reforms that are going to 
decimate the UK’s welfare system 
in October 1996, causing more 
homelessness, misery and hunger 
in the UK. 

It is easy to offend others, as 
all of us are too poor to ever know 
what life is really like in each 
other’s cultures. Only the ruling 
class and their middle class lack¬ 
eys are allowed the funds to travel. 
Therefore, we apologize to Division 
by Zero for any cultural misconcep¬ 
tions we have that may have of¬ 
fended but don’t let your cultural 
misconceptions get iii the way, ei¬ 
ther. 

Chris Adams / Shetland Isles 
Campaign Against the Criminal 
Justice Act / Greenbank / Culluse, 
Shetland Isles / 2E2 9BE / UK 
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GET UP OFF MY 
PEOPLE 

To the editors, 

This is 1996; I ain’t marching, 
carrying no signs, or asking these 
creeps and cutthroats for nothing 
that’s mine off the top. We got an 
army for real and we are fighting 
the wrong enemies. Plus, it is 
known by the oppressors that most 
of us are afraid of them, so they ain’t 
really tripping on us ever bringing 
our armies together. Excuse me, but 
Jesus ain’t coming, they ain’t going 
to do the right thing, ain’t no equal¬ 
ity, justice or freedom—none of that 
is coming to passive toastmasters. 

Anybody heard of Nat Turner? 
Oh, I am talking “crazy and violent” 
but this great society America has 
murdered millions throughout the 
world, but it’s still the home of the 
brave, the land of the free and the 
land of opportunity. Well, I am free 
to die in a cage, I am brave enough 
to die for my people and the only 
opportunity I want is to lead the 
first attack. I am not marching to 
Selma, carrying no signs in New 
York, or talking to no slave masters 
in Washington or California. None 
of that. It’s simple: Get up off my 
people right now or that ass is leav¬ 
ing here. 

So when all you toastmasters 
get through with compromising, 
marching and whining then go 
ahead and cut your throats ‘cause 
when my people realize you are fur¬ 
ther leading them into more slavery 
then your asses will be out like in 
South Africa: put a burning tire 
around traitors’ necks and burn 
them alive. 

Being the M.O.D. of the Al¬ 
mighty Vice Lord Nation Unknown, 
let it be known that I survived nine 
and one-half years at Marion Fed¬ 
eral Prison and walk with the real 
leaders of all Organizations at 23 
years of age, and in those 9 1/2 years 
I learned that it makes no differ¬ 
ence what house you live in. If you 
don’t work together as a community, 
everybody loses. 

LaViaVaVa, 

J. El amin M.O.D. AVL / s/n 
Allen Langley / 204046 / Iowa State 
Penitentiary / PO Box 316 / Ft. 
Madison, LA 52627 

FREEDOM FOR 
WHITES REQUIRES 
FIGHTING OTHERS' 
OPPRESSION 

Radical greetings, 

I am a prisoner paralegal 
(jailhouse lawyer) actively engaged 
in prisoner civil rights suits in fed¬ 
eral court and in post conviction 
relief actions on behalf of other pris¬ 
oner litigants. So, I see the mani¬ 
fest results of social injustice, cor¬ 
rupt judicial system, lying cops, ra¬ 
cial injustice, and outright railroad¬ 
ing. 

I am white, so I get a lot of prob¬ 
lems from other white prisoners for 
the legal assistance that I provide 
to Black and Hispanic prisoners. I 
think your paper will help me ad¬ 
dress racial issues in a more clear 
and articulate manner with the 


other white prisoners. This is al¬ 
ways a difficult task because it 
seems that white convicts cannot 
seem to get it through their heads 
that the same corrupt system and 
the racist pigs and guards are tram¬ 
pling on the human rights of every¬ 
one. Until white cons are willing to 
recognize the oppression of others 
and deal with the rage and frustra¬ 
tion of nonwhites, women, gays and 
other disenfranchised people, there 
is little hope of bettering our own 
lot in life. 

I know that social change is 
painfully slow, but you are being 
heard and your voice will make a 
difference. 

In solidarity, 

Lee Drake / #108680 / Arizona 
State Prison / PO Box 4000 - SMU / 
Florence, AZ 85232 

RACISM ONLY 
BENEFITS OUR 
CAPTORS 

Dear Blast!, 

Without using giant words or 
pretentious intellect I would like to 
write a bit about prison and racial 
problems. I’m white and in Texas, 
and prisons here have their own 
rules. I came to prison open-minded 
but very quickly I was moved by the 
hatred in the walls. Hate breeds 
hate. 

Slowly, I realized racial hatred 
in here benefits our captors. While 
busy fighting each other there can 
be no unity against the oppressors. 
A divided house cannot stand. Our 
keepers use race as a management 
tool, but when Latino, Black and 
white join together they wince in 
agony because it’s unity and solidar¬ 
ity that wins. 

With even more people coming 
to prison (at this writing Texas has 
139,000 in prison), it is important 
to come together for the politics, 
even if enemies (such as Bloods and 
Crips) must lay down the battles 
and prepare for the war that will 
improve the conditions we all live 
under at the time. Without unity 
and togetherness to persevere on 
pro-prisoner issues, we will soon be 
in conditions our predecessors 
fought long and hard to change. You 
don’t use cough syrup on pneumo¬ 
nia; why fight symptoms when you 
can defeat the cause? 

Very truly yours, 

Michael Whittington / 663673 
12B29 / 12071 FM 3522 / Abilene, 
TX 79601 

PRISON CENSORSHIP 

Dear comrades, 

Thank you for printing my re¬ 
view of The Judas Factor {Blast! 
#6). I hope it intrigued folks enough 
to read it. I got a few letters in re¬ 
sponse to it, mostly from prisoners. 
Unfortunately, given the rules and 
regulations here I am unable to re¬ 
spond to these letters. As I do not 
even have correspondence privi¬ 
leges with some of my co-defen¬ 
dants, one can understand, per¬ 
haps, the level of restriction on pris¬ 
oner correspondence in the federal 
system. 


To all the brothers who wrote 
whose letters did get to me, I send 
my greetings and thanks for writ¬ 
ing. I am sad that I can not respond 
directly. 

Forward ever in the struggle 
for liberation and justice, 

Marilyn Buck 

BLAST! A BUST ON 
LABOR 

Dear Blast! 

I was really disappointed in 
one of the articles in The Blast! #6.5 
[an 8-page mini-issue distributed 
locally. — eds.] The article, “Steee- 
rike! Your Future and Class War” 
by Justine Abinni and Nikolas 
Kautz was full of bad politics, poor 
research and weak conclusions. The 
article reflects either a lack of 
analysis concerning the American 
labor movement or a belief that 
unions only play a minimal role in 
revolutionary politics. The summa¬ 
ries of the “tough workplace 
struggles” that have recently taken 
place were not only incomplete, 
they were also severely lacking in 
analysis. The article’s call for a “new 
workplace organizing” is only a 
vague wish that lacks any real pro¬ 
gram or vision. 

Abinni and Kautz’s article 
lacks any analysis placing the la¬ 
bor movement within the context of 
revolutionary politics. If this was 
done in error it only reflects a lack 
of thought. If it was done on pur¬ 
pose it reflects a glaring political 
error based on petty-bourgeois poli¬ 
tics. Either one is pretty bad. Al¬ 
though the American labor move¬ 
ment is in big trouble right now, the 
fact remains that unions are the 
only defense that the working class 
has against the capitalists. They 
have also historically been the ba¬ 
sis for the working class’s offensives 
against capital. Unions, not tempo¬ 
rary autonomous zones, collectives, 
or anti-mass organizations have 
won victories such as the eight-hour 
day, minimum wages, vacations, 
pensions, overtime, social welfare 
and improved working conditions 
for working people. 

In other countries and this 
country at certain times, unions 
have even brought about short-term 
or long-term revolutionary change. 
Granted, not all unions are revolu¬ 
tionary (like the AFL-CIO). How¬ 
ever, the labor movement, whether 
it be the syndicalists in Spain, the 
Soviets in Russia, or the unions in 
Germany and France, has always 
been the basis or even the agent of 
revolutionary social change. . 

The article’s woes continue 
when it attempts to present sum¬ 
maries of recent strikes and labor 
struggles. For example, the recent 
strike of Amalgamated Transit 
Union Local 1005 in the Twin Cit¬ 
ies included a high level of involve¬ 
ment by women and people of color. 
The strikers were very militant de¬ 
spite the local union’s poor leader¬ 
ship. Several strikers on the picket 
line promised me a “blood bath” if 
the Minnesota Nationad Guard was 
mobilized to escort scab buses. 


These facts illuminate a diverse and 
militant union rank and file. All of 
this was omitted from your article’s 
three-sentence summary of the 
strike. 

The other summaries were as 
brief and incomplete as the one 
about the bus strike. The Detroit 
newspaper strike includes many 
unions and thousands of workers 
besides the “highly paid, highly 
skilled pressmen.” The other labor 
struggles in the “Illinois War Zone” 
were ignored in the article. In ad¬ 
dition to the Staley workers, work¬ 
ers at Caterpillar and Bridgestone/ 
Firestone were on strike or locked 
out when the article was written. 
They have since been ordered to 
surrender by the union bureaucrats 
(including new AFL-CIO President 
John Sweeney). 

Abinni and Kautz end the ar¬ 
ticle with a call for a “new type of 
workplace organizing.” The orga¬ 
nizing they support includes orga¬ 
nizing people of color, militant tac¬ 
tics, etc. But the call for new types 
of organizing is so vague that it is 
politically useless. It also comes off 
to the reader as extremely paternal¬ 
istic. It sounds like the authors be¬ 
lieve that women and people of color 
in the workplace cannot take care 
of themselves and need a person 
from The Blast! to take care of 
them. Overall, the call for new 
workplace organizing is nonsense. 
It does not include any kind of pro¬ 
gram or plan to actually participate 
in workplace struggles. 

Finally, the article points to 
John Sweeney’s election as presi¬ 
dent of the AFL-CIO as evidence of 
labor’s “restructuring” and resis¬ 
tance to capital. Sweeney is seen 
as progressive because he did a 
little civil disobedience while head 
of the SEIU. That’s as progressive 
as he gets. As for his claims to or¬ 
ganize the unorga¬ 
nized, I will believe 
it when I see it. 

How can The 
Blast! endorse 
Sweeney as the 
new chief labor 
lieutenant of capi¬ 
tal but also naively 
expect him to 
change anything? 

Finally, #6.5 . 
included a few ar¬ 
ticles on fighting 
fascism. Unfortu¬ 
nately, no link is 
made by The Blast! 
between working 
class organizing 
and fighting fas¬ 
cism. History has 
shown that the 
only way to fight 
and defeat fascism 
is to mobilize work¬ 
ers in the streets 
and the factories. I 
suggest that every¬ 
one read Leon 
Trotsky’s The 
Struggle Against 
Fascism in Ger¬ 
many , which ex¬ 


plains how only the militant mass 
action of the working class can po¬ 
litically and physically defeat the 
fascists. The Blast! should also look 
at how Teamster Local 544 estab¬ 
lished an armed union defense 
guard that literally evicted the fas¬ 
cist Silver Shirts from Minneapolis 
in the 1930s. 

Instead of calling for some kind 
of abstract “new type of organizing” 
and writing short summaries, The 
Blast! should get involved in strikes 
and labor struggles. If Abinni and 
Kautz did actually talk to strikers 
and walk the picket line, you can¬ 
not tell by their article and their 
muddled summaries. 

Thanks, 

Jeff Balfour / Minneapolis 

[Editors' note: Blast! # 6.5 can 
be ordered for two stamps to the 
address on page 2.] 

SOLIDARITY WITH 
THE UNABOMBER 

Greetings from the Rockies, 

Here is a question for you. Why 
do you think no one has voiced their 
support for the Freedom Club, i.e. 
“The Unabomber”? 

Anarchists are saying, “FC 
gives anarchists a bad name” or 
“The feds are reading my mail be¬ 
cause of FC.” I’m thinking, first off, 
if someone thinks bad about you, it’s 
not because of FC, and the feds will 
read your mail any time they want, 
FC or no FC! Wouldn’t it be better 
if people said, “Although I would not 
bomb, I can see how some people 
could be forced into doing it”? 

In struggle, 

Dan LaPlante / 42370-066 / 
ADX-Florence / PO Box 8500 / Flo¬ 
rence, CO 81226-8500 

Read The Blast! 

Your Boss Hates It When You Do 


The Philosophy of 

PUNK 

more than noise!! 

...excellent lor understanding punk, 
especially the highest ideals that it has 
aspired to obtain. 

- Maximum RockNRoll 

New From AK Press, 147p Illustrated 
Sections on skinheads, anarchy, 
environmentalism, fanzines, more! only S8 
_plus S2 postage 


Some Other Titles We Sell: 


Still Black, Still Strong $6.00 

Bomb The Suburbs $8.00 

It’s Not About A Salary 

. rap, race & resistance in Los Angeles $17.95 

Anarchism & the Black Revolution $7.00 

bolo’ bob $7.00 


shipping: $2 first book, $1 ea. additional title. 

Black Planet Books offers anarchist, occult, and underground 
literature by mail. Send $1 to get a full catalog of hundreds of 
titles, or email us (blakplanet@aol.com) for an electronic version 
_of our extensive catalog and ordering instructions. 


Black Planet 
2 W. Read St. Suite 140 
Baltimore, MD 21201 
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BLAST! Editorial 


Prisons are racist. The disproportionate 
number of African-Americans in prison re¬ 
veals this fact point blank. Some people as¬ 
sume that if you’re in prison than you must 
have done something wrong and that impris¬ 
onment is an appropriate punishment. But 
in reality if you are black or brown and poor 
you experience racism and the threat of false 
imprisonment from the moment you come 
into contact with the criminal justice system, 
whether it be from the cop, the prosecutor, 
the jury, the judge, or even your own lawyer. 

The criminal justice system defines 
“criminals” in a certain way. Often it’s not so 
much what you’ve done but whether you fit 
a racist and classist stereotype of what a 
criminal looks or acts like. Poor Black people 
who have been locked out of the economy 
since the beginning of slavery often get de¬ 
fined as “criminals” by the state. Rich white 
college kids who deal drugs are rarely defined 
as criminals and only randomly prosecuted; 
this is in contrast to an all out “war on drugs” 
being waged in inner city ghettos. 

The criminal justice system protects 
members of the ruling class from this crimi¬ 
nal status even though they are responsible 
for some of the worst crimes against human¬ 
ity. Corporations who exploit their workers 
or pollute the environment are rarely consid¬ 
ered “criminals.” U.S. imperialism and po¬ 
lice brutality are not defined as “crimes.” 
When rich people are brought under the scru¬ 
tiny of the criminal justice system they are 
often able to buy freedom with money for bail 
and a good lawyer. Poor people can’t afford 
this so they end up sitting in jails or eventu¬ 
ally prison. 


Though antisocial crimes (e.g.: rape and 
murder) need to get dealt with in some way, 
prisons are not designed for rehabilitation. 
Prisons are designed to maintain a racist and 
classist social order and to crush the human 
spirit and destroy families and communities. 
Rehabilitation for people who commit anti¬ 
social crimes is not in the interest of the rul- 
i n g 
class. 

They 
are 
happy to 
see poor 
commu¬ 
nities, 
espe¬ 
cially 
Black 
commu¬ 
nities, 
turn 
their frustrations inward. 

Underground economies, such as the 
drug economy are created to produce incomes 
that are not assured in the so called “legal 
economy.” This situation wasn’t created by a 
“criminal” psychology but out of pure survival 
in a racist society that shuts people out of 
the above-ground economy. The government’s 
“War on Drugs” has resulted in large scale 
incarceration of African-Americans on drug 
related charges. Black people are four times 
as likely to be arrested on drug charges as 
whites, although whites use drugs at a 
slightly higher rate. 

Prisons are used to lock people up who 


pose a threat to the way society is organized. 
There are many political prisoners in the U.S. 
who undergo some of the worst forms of 
prison abuse. Many prisoners become politi¬ 
cized while in prison; when this happens, they 
are singled out and often put into segregated 
units so that they cannot influence other pris¬ 
oners. Often, politicized prisoners end up 

framed 
o n 
bullshit 
charges 
just to 
try to 
s t i f 1 e 
their 
activ¬ 
ism. 
Clintons 
recent 
Crime 
Bill, 

which is now law, calls for more cops, more 
prisons, harsher sentencing guidelines (es¬ 
pecially for drug related crimes), more crimes 
punishable by death and “three strikes you’re 
out” laws (three felonies and you’re in prison 
for life). The white middle class tends to 
blame social problems on poor and disenfran¬ 
chised people. They demand that politicians 
“solve” these problems by locking the poor up. 
Since lawmakers, Republican and Democrat, 
want to keep their power, and at the same 
time they fear a population of angry and re¬ 
bellious poor people, prisons have become an 
integral part of keeping the middle class 
happy and the U.S. Empire intact. Putting 


less money into prisons and more into edu¬ 
cation, health care, day care, and housing for 
people who have been shut out of the system 
is too risky for the existing order. 

The ruling class also benefits economi¬ 
cally from a population of imprisoned slave 
laborers. By the year 2000 prison labor is 
estimated to produce $8.9 billion in sales. 
According to the 13th Amendment, slavery 
is legal if one has been “duly convicted.” Pris¬ 
oners constitute a huge pool for an exploit¬ 
able labor force within our borders. 

Prisons are a part of a huge network of 
institutional racism that plagues the very 
fabric of our society. We need to not only op¬ 
pose prisons but fight for a better society. We 
need to abolish the oppressive prison system 
and the racist system that creates these con¬ 
ditions. In a society that was founded on ex¬ 
ploitation, racism, and genocide, and where 
the victims of this abuse, the oppressed, still 
suffer from the repercussions of this history, 
it is no surprise that large portions of this 
population are falsely imprisoned. The pro¬ 
liferation of prisons and the disproportion¬ 
ate number of African Americans in prison 
is a direct extension of a racist society. 

Prisons are the most inadequate answer 
to social problems. We are opposed to the very 
existence of prisons. We believe that alter¬ 
natives to dealing with antisocial crimes ex¬ 
ist. Yes antisocial crimes need to get dealt 
with in some way. But power must be put in 
the hands of individual communities to de¬ 
cide what justice is, otherwise the ruling class 
will continue to define crime and make deci¬ 
sions based on their own interests. 


PRISONS 

what we think 



10 BLAST! 






















by Luis 

astoldtoioel 


I come from a low-class family in a low- 
class neighborhood on the west side 
of Morelia, in the state of Michoacan 
in Mexico. Most of the families living there 
are poor. Many of them have come to the 
cities from rural villages, looking for a better 
life, and instead they find misery, exploita¬ 
tion, police brutality—all that kind of shit. 
Most of my friends in my neighborhood were 
involved in gangs and drugs. We were in¬ 
volved in cheap drugs, not like cocaine in the 
US. Cocaine is too expensive in Mexico. We 
got high on industrial glue; it’s the cheapest 
drug in Mexico. 

So I got started in gangs, sniffing glue 
and smoking grifa (marijuana). I was fifteen 
years old. One day, I was wearing a backpack 
with marijuana in it. The cops caught me; I 
was under the influence of glue. They took 
my grifa and took me to jail. Because my fam¬ 
ily had no money, I had to stay there. I spent 
eighteen days in a 12 x 12 room with fifteen 
to eighteen other people. There were no show¬ 
ers and the toilet was broken, so there was a 
lot of shit all over. The place stunk real bad. 
That place was hell. 

Every night at around two or three in 
the morning, the cops came and took some 
people to get information about gang mem¬ 
bers. They took them and they beat them and 
tortured them, and then they’d bring them 
back to the cell. Every night. They didn’t do 
it to me because they didn’t know I was in¬ 
volved in gangs, and I took care not to let 
them know that. In those days—and even 
today—there were no human rights. They 
took teenagers and they put electricity to 
their private parts, and they beat them. Man, 
it was horrible how the cops worked. 

iailbreak 

Two guys had been thrown in jail at the 
same time I was. They were older than me 
and they were involved in heavy stuff, not 
like us teenage gangsters. They were real 
gangsters. They looked around the cell and 
said, “Well, this jail is a piece of cake. We’ve 
got to get out of here.” They took a piece of 
metal from a ceiling light fixture and used it 
with a piece of blanket to break the padlock 
of the back door of the jail cell. On the other 
side of the door there was a small sidewalk 
that led to a wall. With the same piece of 
metal they made a hole in the wall. 

When these two guys escaped, I decided 


How I Came to the United States 



to escape with them. At first, they only 
planned to escape themselves. However, by 
the time the job was done, we were six! Many 
in the cell stayed because they were afraid. 
You see, if you escape and you are caught by 
the policia judicial, they will kill you. So more 
than half of the people stayed. 

Once we went through the hole in the 
wall, we ran across a parking lot and jumped 
a big fence at the end of the lot. On the other 
side of the fence was a lumber yard. We went 
into the lumber yard, and then jumped an¬ 
other fence and into a nursury. The six of us 
split up in different directions, but the two 
guys who broke us out of jail came with me 
because they weren’t from my hometown and 
they didn’t know the city. They didn’t know 
where to run, so I told them to follow me. 

,We went to my mother’s house. At first 
my mother was happy. When I knocked on 
the door she said “Who is it?” and I said “It’s 
me, mom, Luis.” She said, “Oh, that’s great, 
you’re free,” and I said “No mom, I escaped 
from jail. I’m not free!” She got real sad be¬ 
cause if I was in trouble before, now I was in 
real trouble. 

It was Christmas and she had cooked a 
bunch of tamales, so she put some in a plas¬ 


tic bag and gave me some money. Me and the 
two guys walked as far away as possible from 
my mother’s place. We were afraid the cops 
would come to my house. 

I walked with them to the bus station. I 
gave my money to the two guys. I told them, 
“I have friends here and I have places to stay, 
but you don’t. Take this money and go.” When 
I gave them the money, it was a very emo¬ 
tional moment. They looked at me and said, 
“You know what, Luis, we’ll never forget this. 
Maybe we’ll never see each other again, but 
we’ll never forget what you did.” So they gave 
me a hug and we said goodbye, and I never 
saw them again. 

I know a lot of people in my city, so I 
walked to a friend’s house and I told him, “You 
know what, I just escaped from jail.” He said, 
“Oh shit, that’s cool! Fuck the police!” I 
stayed with him for one day. Two days later, 
I went back to visit my mother. I came there 
at night and I watched the house from a block 
away for a few minutes to see if there were 
any suspicious cars around. When I was sure 
there were no cops, I went to my mother’s 
house. My mom said, “Luis, what happened? 
I thought you had left town.” I replied, “No, 
I just came here for a shower and to get some¬ 


thing to eat.” <r Why are you so stupid? The 
cops were here today looking for you! Seven 
judiciales in a truck and a car, in my house 
looking for you!” And they didn’t ask my 
mother about me in a nice manner. They 
cursed at her. My mom said, “I don’t know 
where my son is. Last I knew he was behind 
bars. You tell me where he is.” The police 
told her that I had better turn myself in or 
else I’d be in big trouble. 

Hideout 

My mom and my grandma told me I had 
to go. My grandma gave me some money and 
I took a cab to the city limits. I waited there 
for a bus and took it to my father’s sister’s 
house far away in the mountains. I arrived 
at around two or three in the morning. The 
house had no electricity in those days, and 
when I got there it was very dark. My uncle 
Ismael’s dogs started barking at me. My uncle 
said, ‘Who is it?” I said, “It’s me, Luis, Jose’s 
son.” He turned on his flashlight and said 
“Welcome. What happened? You are in 
trouble, I know.” “Yes, uncle.” “What kind of 
trouble?” ‘Well, I escaped from jail.” He 
laughed real hard. “That’s cool, that’s cool. 

Continued on page 18 
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ANTI-RACIST VICTORY! 

We beat’em in the Streets and in the Courts! 


by Justine Abinni 

We won! On January 28th the Hennepin 
County Attorney’s office lost its attempt to 
prosecute an anti-racist activist and mem¬ 
ber of Anti-Racist Action (ARA). Kieran 
Frazier Knutson was acquitted, after a three 
week trial, of two counts of felony assault. 
Kieran’s lawyer was Keith Ellison of the Le¬ 
gal Rights Center. 

We say “we won” because it was not just 
Kieran who was on trial but also his political 
beliefs and the whole idea of militantly fight¬ 
ing racism. We say “we won” because it 
was the entire anti-racist movement in 
Minneapolis that was on trial. We 
say “we won” because we beat the 
charges in court, but also we 
beat them on the streets 
through the political efforts 
of the Anti-Fascist De 
fense Committee and 
the onging political 
work of Minneapolis 
ARA. 

Kieran 
Chafed For 
Self-Defense 

Kieran’s 
trumped-up 
charges 
stemmed from 
an incident in¬ 
volving a nazi 
skinhead who 
crashed an anti¬ 
racist rally at the 
University of Minne¬ 
sota on October 22, 1993. 

Kieran was working security for 
the rally when Daniel Simmer, a nazi 
skinhead, pulled something shiny out of his 
pocket and made a move toward Kieran. 
Thinking the shiny object was a knife, Kieran 
struck Simmer with his flashlight in self-de¬ 
fense. Moments later Simmer was arrested 
while lunging at someone else at the rally. • 
Simmer was charged with disorderly conduct 
and possession of a dangerous weapon: brass 
knuckles. Interestingly enough, charges 
against Simmer were quickly dropped like a 
hot potato and a month later Kieran found 
out that there was a warrant out for his ar¬ 
rest. He was charged with second and third 
degree assault, both felonies. He faced up to 
ten years in prison and $20,000 in fines if 
convicted. 

Nazis at the University of Minnesota 

The organizers of the Oct. ’93 rally, the 
Progressive Student Organization (PSO), had 
good reason to ask Kieran to help them with 
security. They had learned that a group call¬ 
ing themselves the University Nazis were 
planning a rally that night. This did not sur¬ 
prise the PSO because for the past two Octo¬ 
bers nazis had shown up to disrupt anti-rac¬ 
ist rallies. In October ‘91 PSO and ARA were 
attacked by neo-nazi skinheads while dem¬ 
onstrating against Tom David’s White Stu¬ 
dent Union; two anti-racists and a reporter 


were hospitalized. So when the PSO learned 
of the “U Nazi” rally they were concerned and 
decided to assign a group of people they 
trusted to do security for the rally. Kieran 
was one of them. 

12 Trial Delays 

Kieran waited to go to trial for over two 
years while the prosecution 
desperately fought 
legal battle 
with the 
Min ¬ 


e - 

s o t a 
Daily , the 
campus student 
newspaper. Jesse 
Rosen, sJ)aily reporter, at¬ 
tended the anti-racist rally and had 
written an inaccurate article about the inci¬ 
dent. He was subpoened by the posecution 
as were unreleased Daily photos of the event. 
The subpoenas represented the prosecution’s 
aggressive attempt to convict Kieran at all 
costs. The Daily rightfully saw this move as 
a violation of their constitutional rights. So 
they challenged the subpoenas in court for 
as long as they could. The final result in court, 
after two years of appeals and over a dozen 
court appearances, was that the Daily lost 
both its right to withhold testimony of one of 
its reporters, Jesse Rosen, and had to turn 
over photos of the rally. Although these losses 
ultimately did not affect Kieran’s case, these 
court precedents have severely damaged 
Press Shield Laws in Minnesota that were 
created to protect the press from such state 
intervention. Michelle Aimes, editor-in chief 
of the Daily , refused to hand over the photos 
and as a result the newspaper was found in 
contempt of court and had to pay $250 per 
day while the trial was going on. (The photo 
ruling came down on the last day of the trial, 
so the Daily was fined $250 total.) 

The Anti-Fascist Defense Committee 

When there seemed to be no end to these 
trial delays, the Anti-Fascist Defense Com¬ 
mittee (AFDC) continued to build a political 
defense and rallied support for Kieran from 


all over the world. The AFDC, which formed 
immediately after we learned of Kieran’s 
charges, was a union of young anarchists 
and socialists and Kieran’s family. Members 
of the AFDC felt committed to this work be¬ 
cause Kieran was a close comrade and be¬ 
cause we felt it could have been any one of 
us in his shoes. 

The AFDC organized demos, 
phone zaps, and kicked out numer¬ 
ous mailings. We targeted the 
Hennepin County District 
Attorney’s office, and in 
particular County Attor¬ 
ney Mike Freeman. For 
example, we tabled at 
the Democratic Farm- 
Labor Convention in 
’94 where Freeman 
was attempting to 
win the DFL nomina¬ 
tion for governor. (He 
lost.) We demonstrated 
at his campaign 
fundraiser, took his 
downtown office by sur¬ 
prise, and harassed him at 
a Teamsters picnic (Kieran 
was a Teamster at the time), 
where he appeared trying to 
muster up a few votes and where 
we also happened to be flyering 
about the history of Teamsters who 
fought organized fascists in the 40’s. 
Needless to say, we never made any head¬ 
way with the County Attorney but we man¬ 
aged to remain the royal pain in his butt 
that we always wanted to be. 


demeanor “hate crime”! Kieran rejected this 
offer and all the rest, standing by his inno¬ 
cence. 

Jury selection for the trial started on 
January 9th and lasted one week. It was at 
this early point in the trial that prosecutor 
Gemma Graham’s strategy became crystal 
clear (and just what we expected). It was 
Kieran’s political beliefs that were on trial 
as much as the alleged assault. In a hostile 
and derogatory tone Gemma Graham asked 
one of the potential jurors if she had ever 
heard of The Baldies, SHARP (Skinheads 
Against Racial Prejudice), the Love and Rage 
Federation, the Anarchist Bowling League, 
or the Committee Seeking Equal Justice For 
the Minnesota 8 (all radical organizations 
based in or with chapters in Minneapolis). 

The prosecution presented what it could 
of its flimsy case. Their chief witnesses were 
the nazi Daniel Simmer, his nazi wife Amy 
Foreman-Simmer, and a reluctant, subpoe¬ 
naed and supposedly “unbiased reporter,” 
Jesse Rosen. Graham’s face turned a variety 
of colors (but mostly red) as Simmer proudly 
admitted he and Bound For Glory (a nazi 
band from St. Paul) were buds, and described 
in great detail all the nazi symbolism in the 
patches he wore on his flight jacket. And with 
that went Gemma’s attempts to try to deny 
Simmer’s nazi leanings. The only hope she 
had left was to try to prove that Kieran’s ac¬ 
tions against Simmer were unprovoked. This 
dream, too, was shattered as Simmer testi¬ 
fied that his brass knuckles, though com¬ 
monly classified a weapon by your average 
dick and jane, were in his case a paperweight 
sitting conveniently in his back pocket for an 


The Trial 

Finally, on January 8, 1996, Kieran’s 
trial started. He was assigned to Judge 
Pamela Alexander, probably the best assign¬ 
ment we could have hoped for; she is some¬ 
what progressive and African-American. 
But first the prosecution offered Kieran a 
string of plea bargains. One of their offers 
was an attemt to charge Kieran with a mis¬ 


art project. I must confess it was exciting to 
see the prosecution dig its own grave. It 
seemed obvious to everyone that Simmer had 
done a shitty job on the witness stand. The 
courtroom was packed with anti-racists. No 
one showed up to support Simmer. 

Amy Foreman’s testimony was next. She 
made significant contradictions to Simmer’s 
testimony although their white power beliefs 
were definitely in sync. In addition she made 
Continued on page 18 
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FIGHTING HATE WITHOUTTHE STATE 


by Erin Immaculate 

Black churches and abortion clinics 
bum. White supremacist tax protesters hole 
up on a ranch in Montana. Anti-queer hate 
crimes increase in tandem with lobbying for 
anti-gay laws. White teenagers are arrested 
for plotting to kill Black tourists at 
Disneyworld. Doctors and clinic workers are 
shot at in their homes and at work, and 
armed militia members announce plans to 
police the US/Mexican border and shoot 
"illegals” on site. These are just some of the 
headlines right-wing activists have made this 
year. 

None of these attacks 
are the acts of individual 
nutcases or conspiracies 
masterminded by powerful 
leaders. In fact, these acts 
of violence (along with 
more “socially acceptable” 
forms of violence such as 
the promotion of oppres¬ 
sive laws that attack 
people who are of color, 
poor, young, female, queer, 
immigrant, or otherwise 
targeted) are the work of 
real live right-wing mass 
movements. These move¬ 
ments can be distin¬ 
guished according to their 
political priorities (white 
power, patriarchal moral¬ 
ity, the right-to-bear-arms- 
and-evade-taxes, etc.) but 
they share the same basic right-wing priori¬ 
ties: to maintain the power of the US over 
the rest of the world and that of straight 
white males within the US. 

By far the most successful movements 
of the ‘90s are right-wing. The left, lacking a 
social base, is on the defensive. Why? Because 
fighting the right means building strong 
grassroots movements for social change that 
are dedicated to ending all forms of oppres¬ 
sion and building a new democratic society. 
Unfortunately, the left has not tried to build 
these movements. Instead it has, for the most 
part, relied on the government to stop right- 
wing activity. This strategy of relying on the 
state will not stop the right-wing, nor will it 
bring about a better world. 

A "leaderless" movement 

Right-wing movements today have mass 
popular support and are made up of thou¬ 
sands of grassroots activists, often working 
with state and corporate support. There are 
two strategies at work within these move¬ 
ments— reform on the one hand and direct 
action on the other. Reformists, particularly 
those of the Christian right, have chosen spe¬ 
cific legislative battles that act as wedges to 
advance their overall agenda. For example, 
scapegoating gays, lesbians, single mothers 
and women who have abortions is a recruit¬ 
ing tool that plays on traditional prejudices 
and fears. 

Meanwhile, the direct action wing of the 
movement uses terror to promote its moral 
and political agenda, usually including ha¬ 
rassment or outright violence. A prominent 
movement tactic is “leaderless resistance,” so 
named by Louis Beam of the Aryan Nations. 

Leaderless resistance describes a very 
decentralized organizational model in which 
small terrorist cells carry out actions with¬ 


out orders from any leadership. This is not 
the workings of a conspiracy; it is an arrange¬ 
ment in which right-wing leaders support 
and encourage violence for their cause but 
do not order any specific attacks and are not 
directly connected to the terrorist cells them¬ 
selves. 

Black churches burning: Who will put 

out the fire? 

In the last 18 months there have been 
at least 32 arsons at Black churches in the 
South. Only recently has this become a mat¬ 
ter of public attention; before that the attacks 



A sanctuary destroyed by arson in Charlotte, NC. 

were dealt with (or not) on a local basis. Vari¬ 
ous liberal organizations have pushed the 
rash of fires into the public consciousness by 
arguing that they amount to a racist con¬ 
spiracy against the Black community. 

These groups, including the National 
Council of Churches, the Center for 
Constitutional Rights, and the 
Southern Poverty Law Center, have 
encouraged pastors and parishioners 
to petition Federal law-enforcement 
agencies to investigate the arsons. 

They are also preparing civil suits 
against racist groups that they tie to 
the violence. 

Rather than a national con¬ 
spiracy, the pattern of fires looks like 
an example of leaderless resistance 
at work, which is part of the reason 
why neither Federal involvement nor 
civil suits will stop the arsons. 
Randolph Scott-McLaughlin, Vice 
President of the Center for Consti¬ 
tutional Rights, an organization 
planning to file a series of civil suits 
against racist groups, argues, “If 
Klansmen and nazis find their property tied 
up in litigation they will be less likely to en¬ 
gage in these acts. The American way is that 
if you want people to change their conduct, 
then make them pay for it.” This strategy is 
totally ineffective against leaderless resis¬ 
tance, which is not coordinated or controlled 
by leaders. In addition, McLaughlin’s com¬ 
ment ignores the reality of racist violence— 
law suits may make life difficult for promi¬ 
nent racists, but will do nothing to eliminate 
the racism that is endemic in the US. 

These arsons correspond with the cur¬ 
rent atmosphere of racist scapegoating cre¬ 
ated by both “moderate” and right-wing poli¬ 
ticians. As Jesse Jackson said recently, “It 


seems that the blue suits are engaging in anti- 
civil rights propaganda and legislation in 
Congress, the black robes are handing out 
restrictive rulings in the courts, and the white 
sheets are doing the burning. There is a kin¬ 
ship among these things.” 

Republican politicians are in no way 
solely responsible for this—President Clinton 
certainly doesn’t get the connection. On June 
10, Clinton spoke at a San Diego police sta¬ 
tion about cracking down on crime and “ille¬ 
gal i mm igration,” introducing his plan to send 
officers to a California national forest to break 
up immigrants’ campsites. He followed these 
racially charged topics with a condemnation 
of the church burnings, arguing that poli¬ 
tics should be kept out of the discussion. 
Clinton isn’t talking about the connec¬ 
tion between his subtle attacks on people 
of color and the hatred that leads other 
whites to burn down Black churches. 

In early June, thirty Black South¬ 
ern pastors and civil rights lawyers met 
with administration officials to ask for 
more help in solving the church arsons, 
but they also complained of harassment 
of parishioners and pastors by Federal 
agents, who have focused more on church 
members than on investigating outside 
suspects. According to the director of a 
non-profit group that researches racism, 
after a fire in Knoxville Tennessee, Fed¬ 
eral agents “polygraphed pastors, finger¬ 
printed church members, showed up un¬ 
announced at job sites and homes, and 
implied that church members burned 
their church.” 

Women’s power or state power? 

For every clinic blockade or shooting of 
an abortion provider that appears in the news, 



were reformed, not eliminated, and abortion 
continues to be the subject of various laws 
restricting and regulating women’s access to 
it. 

This debate about the role of the state in 
women’s lives continues—now the focus is on 
how to defend clinics from anti-abortion vio¬ 
lence. When anti-choice attacks against abor¬ 
tion clinics began, radical feminists pioneered 
clinic defense, keeping abortion clinics open 
ourselves. This successful tactic has unfor¬ 
tunately been challenged by “mainstream” 
pro-choice organizations that insist on a 
strategy of reliance on the state instead. 
Groups such as Fund for the Feminist Ma¬ 
jority have worked to stop feminist clinic de¬ 
fense, instead handing control over clinic de¬ 
fense to the police. 

Liberal groups have attempted to use 
legislation and lawsuits to fight anti-abortion 
terrorists. Once again, this strategy has 
caused problems for certain anti-choicers, but 
it will never defeat of the Christian right as 
a movement. In fact, liberal pro-choice groups 
have pushed for laws that are dangerous to 
anyone opposing the status quo, even on the 
left. For example, the Freedom of Access to 
Clinic Entrances (FACE) Act, which was her¬ 
alded by many liberal pro-choice groups, has 
not only failed to stop clinic attacks but is 
also dangerous for pro-choice and pro-queer 
activists. For example, the law applies not 
only to health care facilities, but also to 
“places of religious worship.” The amend¬ 
ment adding churches to FACE was aimed 
at “homosexual extremists,” according to 
anti-gay Senator Orrin Hatch. Now queer ac¬ 
tivists are subject to federal prosecution for 
protesting against notorious homophobes 
who hide their political organizing behind the 
mask of “religious worship.” FACE was in¬ 
tended to cripple anti-choice 
terrorists but attacks radicals 
as well. Are laws like this re¬ 
ally a victory? 


Our own movement 


A Florida women's clinic after a firebombing. 

there are hundreds of uncounted, unreported 
incidences of anti-choice vandalism, harass¬ 
ment, stalking, and assault. These attacks are 
carried out by both public protest organiza¬ 
tions such as Operation Rescue and shadowy 
groups organized along the lines of the lead¬ 
erless resistance model. 

The feminist struggle for women’s right 
to abortion was originally a struggle to elimi¬ 
nate laws pertaining to abortion—to treat 
abortion like any other medical procedure. 
The women struggling to repeal abortion 
laws, as opposed to reforming them, under¬ 
stood the danger in allowing this particular 
medical procedure to be singled out for gov¬ 
ernment control. Unfortunately, abortion laws 


The liberal strategy has 
essentially been one of relying 
on state power to defend 
against right-wing attacks. 
This strategy has three major 
flaws. The first is that it gives 
the state more power over our 
lives instead of giving our¬ 
selves more power over our 
lives. Second, it gives the right 
credibility, allowing them to 
appear as if they really are 
fighting a people’s struggle 
against the powers that be. 
Finally, relying on state power 
squashes the possibilities for 
democratic, grassroots left movement. This 
is because anti-right tactics that rely on state 
power only strengthen the hand of the law, 
which will eventually be used against any 
movement for social change, right or left. In 
addition, any movement that relies on gov¬ 
ernment power cannot be an ally of oppressed 
people. 

The liberal fight for the “mainstream” (or 
the status quo) is a worthless struggle—es¬ 
pecially when the right has successfully been 
pulling the “center” ever more right-ward. 
What we need to effectively fight the right is 
to build a movement of our own. Putting for¬ 
ward our vision of a liberated future is the 
only way to fight both reactionary right-wing 
movements and the state. 
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Students at theUniversity of California-Berkeley protesting in favor of affirmative action at a California Board of Regents meeting. The 
Regents voted to eliminate race- and sex-based affirmative action programs. 



by joel and Katrina 


“If he has oppressed his neighbor... 
he shall restore what he took by robbery, 
or what he got by oppression... and add 
a fifth to it, and give it to him to whom it 
belongs.” 

—Leviticus VI, 2-5. 

A ffirmative action is under attack in 
America. A federal court in Texas 
recently ruled that the University of 
Texas at Austin’s admissions policies, which 
used affirmative action in admitting students, 
are discriminatory and unconstitutional. The 
University of California decided to abolish ad¬ 
missions policies based on race, touching off 
mass^^d^^^^E ^ 
geles, Santa Cruz, and elsewhere. Other at- 
tacks on affirmative action have been tried by 
university officials—and fought tooth and nail 
by students—across the country. 

A11 of c ic n/"/>iirrincf f c?i 


affirmative action program in the 1960s in 
response to massive Black protest against evil 
forms of racial discrimination. Affirmative ac¬ 
tion is designed to achieve equality in the job 
market by eliminating racism in the hiring 
process and in college admissions. It has three 
main components: Trying to eliminate racism 
in who’s hired, promoted, and fired; increas¬ 
ing the numbers of women and people of color 
who receive goverment jobs and contracts; and 
special admissions for universities (which have 
always been the gateway to the nation’s best 
jobs). 

Affirmative action is based on the idea 
that every American should have the oppor¬ 
tunity to “succeed.” Affirmative action, liber¬ 
als argue, is an attempt at making up for the 
past injustices of racism and sexism in our 
society. It is simply an attempt, they say, to 
create equal opportunity in the jpb market and 
a recognition that the past has shaped the so¬ 
cial and economic conditions we have today. 

Three kinds of capital 


served only for those who are defined as 
“white” in this society: Black folks and other 
people of color need not apply As the journal 
Race Traitor argues, white privilege works like 
a “club.” Being a member of the white club 
means a person accepts the privileges this so¬ 
ciety gives him or her for being “white” (edu¬ 
cation, the best jobs, the best neighborhoods, 
nice treatment from the cops, etc.) in exchange 
for obedience to the system and those who run 
it. 

The original affirmative action 

By being defined as white in this society, 
a person has always had a much better chance 
of getting a good education and a good job. Of 
course, membership in the “white race” doesn’t 
guarantee success, but it gives a person a 
strong head start. Obviously, the white club is 
not as swank as the club of the capitalist class, 
but membership does have its privileges. 

Until the 1960s, for example, admissions 
to most universities—public or private—were 
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is tb let everyone be “free” to compete in the 
, wiao it uiscrmunates marketplace “equally” with others. However, 

against whites. Now that slavery and legal the “freedom” to make profits off of someone 


reserved for white males. Likewise, the best 
The liberal defense of affirmative action jobs have always been reserved for white males 


in this society. In the early 19th century, capi¬ 
talists, trade unions, and white workers 
worked together to exclude Black people from 
higher-paid factory work by insisting that 
bosses only hire white people for these jobs. 
Black people were forced to perform the jobs 
no one else wanted—boot blacks, sharecrop¬ 
pers, porters, domestics—because they 
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be able to control wealth and make decisions 
that belong to all of us. What’s crazy is that 
many people think this situation is a good one 
because someday they might be able to join 
this elite class if they “work hard” or win the 
lottery or inherit a fortune. 

Why don’t we strip the power and wealth 
from the elite and create a truly democratic 
society? Because of the club we call the white 
race. Members of the white club defend (and 
often glorify) the capitalist class because they 
know that the capitalist system is responsible 
for their well-being. As long as whites obey the 
rules and don’t make trouble, the system will 
provide enough privileges and perks to keep 
most of them out of poverty, prison, and “bad 
neighborhoods.” 

The white race, then, is one of the most 
anti-democratic institutions in America, be¬ 
cause it helps capitalists hoard all the wealth 
and power. However, if this club were to col¬ 
lapse somehow, then no one would be there to 
protect the capitalists. Capitalists’ power 
would be threatened and the possibility would 
emerge for a truly democratic and just soci¬ 
ety. In this country, then, the only way we 
will be free is when we are free of this bogus 
“white race,” which is really nothing more than 
a collection of half-ass political and economic 
privileges. 

Affirmative action is an attack on the 
white club. It redistributes education and job 
wealth in America so that the middle class has 
to include people of color as well as whites. By 
forcing universities to admit more white 
women and students of color and by forcing 
businesses and the U.S. government to hire 
them, affirmative action spreads the “wealth” 
of higher education and job status to people 
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who have historically been shut out from these 
things. 

In doing so, affirmative action diminishes 
the anti-democratic power of white privilege. 
It hinders the ability of the white club to grant 
whites special access to jobs and education. 
Therefore, affirmative action should not be 
seen as something that helps provide “equal 
opportunity” for women and people of color, as 
liberals claim, but as a form of reparations to 
oppressed people that contributes to the abo¬ 
lition of the white race, and toward freedom. 

When we understand affirmative action 
as a form of redistribution of wealth, we can 
t also expose the lie that says, ‘Whites got to 
where they are today due to hard work and 
| individual effort, so why can't people of color 
do that, too? After all, our generation didn’t 
have anything to do with slavery or discrimi¬ 
nation.” The fact is, white folks—all of us— 
have benefited from racial discrimination, past 
and present. The reason why many white folks 
today have good jobs and good educations is 
because their ancestors fought hard to create 
privileged access to opportunities for financial 
and social success in this society. They fought 
hard to extract these opportunities from a 
greedy ruling class who would rather pay us 
starvation wages, but they also fought hard to 
exclude people not defined as “white” (usually 
Black folks) from enjoying these opportunities. 
Individual effort and merit were important 
-only within the white club; no amount of in¬ 
telligence could guarantee a person of color 
success in the world. 

Affirmative action needs to be extended 
because it challenges the original race-based 
preference program in this country: The white 
race itself. And dismantling this original “af- 
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firmative action” involves nothing less 
than a redistribution of wealth. 


The limits of affirmative action 

“Affirmative action does exactly what 
it was intended to do: allow qualified 
Blacks into the labor market while doing 
nothing for those who are not skilled. Not 
only that, it doesn’t cost a thing. What 
you have is a program that is as Ameri¬ 
can as apple pie.” This is how professor 
Major G. Coleman describes affirmative 
action. He says it is a program of equal¬ 
ity, but only for those already on the road 
to “success.” It does nothing to break the 
barriers in education and skills. 

Racism and sexism don’t start when 
a person first starts looking for jobs or 
applying to colleges, and this program 
does nothing to change the economic and 
social conditions people are bom into. By 
the time affirmative action can affect 
someone it has probably already been 
determined by social conditions whether 
or not she will “succeed.” You can’t grow 
up in this country and become “equal” 
when you start applying for jobs or col¬ 
leges.. 

For example, just because affirmative 
action is in practice doesn’t mean a poor 
Black woman will easily become a mem¬ 
ber of the middle or ruling class, and it 
definitely won’t be easier for her than for 
some white boy. Affirmative action is a 
limited attempt to level the playing field 
and break down the “old (white) boys club” 
that has been controlling who’s who in soci¬ 
ety for years. 

Another problem with affirmative action 
is that it does not redistribute capital. Even 
with a strong affirmative action program, capi¬ 
tal (and therefore power) still remains in the 
hands of a tiny class of capitalists. Even with 
affirmative action, we still need to smash the 
ruling class, seize their wealth, and redistrib¬ 
ute it justly if we ever want a truly free and 
equal society. 

A third problem with the present affirma¬ 
tive action program is that it only helps cre¬ 
ate a Black middle class—it doesn’t help the 
masses of people of color at all. Nevertheless, 
affirmative action helps break the grip of white 
supremacy on American society, which will 
eventually help the Black and Brown working 
class. 

Finally, even under affirmative action 
Black people continue to suffer from discrimi¬ 
nation. In 1993, African American men earned 
74% of what white men did. In 1989, 97% of 
senior level executives were white males, while 
only 0.6% were Black women or men. Unem¬ 
ployment rates for Black males is always at 
least double what it is for white males (11.5% 
vs. 5.3% in 1994). Clearly, even after 30 years 
of affirmative action, racial equality is nowhere 
near a reality in America. Racial oppression 
continues to be the basis on which capitalism 
thrives. 

Affirmative action is positive in that it 
admits we live in a country where racism runs 
rampant. It’s not “the” solution to America’s 
problems, but it’s a start. It is an attack on 
white privilege and a small step in the direc¬ 


tion of abolishing the white race. 

Does affirmative action hurt whites? 

The quick answer is a big fat no. All re¬ 
search indicates that the biggest beneficiaries 
of affirmative action are white women. 

In the short term, affirmative action may 
hurt white men. It opens up the job market 
and forces white men to compete with every¬ 
one. For hundreds of years white men have 
only had to compete with each other, so obvi¬ 
ously equality in the job market might make 
things a little tougher for them. The scary 
thing is that people are fighting this, claiming 
that since equality makes it harder than it 
used to be for white men to get jobs we should 
not strive for it. 

In the majority of life situations, it is still 
easier to be a white man. There is no affirma¬ 
tive action program to force police to beat up 
white men at random as often as they do people 
of color; white men will not begin to experi¬ 
ence female domination in families, relation¬ 
ships and careers; and positions of power will 
continue to be occupied predominantly by 
white men. Equality will mean losing privi¬ 
leges that white men have counted on for gen¬ 
erations, but privileges aren’t the same as 
rights. And when the privileges you recieve are 
oppressing other people you should want to 
give them up. Equality and humanity are a 
lot more rewarding than a high paying job. 


In the long 
run, affirma¬ 
tive action 
helps every¬ 
one, because by 
eroding the 
white race the 
possibility for 
human unity 
appears from 
underneath. If 
white privilege 
is abolished 
the powers 
that be will be 
left shaking in 

their boots. Instead of fighting each other over 
jobs, we can challenge the capitalists to give 
us one good reason to continue working to 
make them rich. 

Abolishing white privileges is absolutely 
necessary to achieving a real democracy, and 
achieving this will require reparations of some 
form to people of color, especially to Black and 
Native peoples. Affirmative action is one 
form—admittedly a weak one—of such repa¬ 
rations. It has nothing to do with paying a 
“past debt” for slavery or discrimination, nor 
is it a form of “reverse discrimination.” It is 
about achieving freedom, justice, and equal¬ 
ity, three things this country continues to dole 
out only on a racial basis. 


University of Michigan students stage a sit-down on the steps 
of the student union to show their support for affirmative 
action. Photo: Jim West / Impact Visuals 
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A RE-AFFIRMED COMMIT 


by KhalfaniX. Khaldun 


Khalfani Khaldun and friend. 


Khalfani X. Khaldun is a political prisoner at the 
supermaximum security prison in Westville, Indiana. 
Imprisoned since seventeen , he has done much work in 
raising consciousness and organizing inside the prison. 

Khaldun is now facing murder charges for the kill¬ 
ing of a prison guard. The prosecution claims that 
Khaldun killed the guard in retaliation for the execu¬ 
tion of New Afrikan prisoner Ajamu Nassor in Decem¬ 


ber 1994. The prosei 
death penalty against 
produced no weapon , no 
all their “witnesses” 
they were coerced 
against Khaldun in 
Khaldun’s trial is 


TATTOOS 


910 W. LAKE ST. MPLS 


823-2969 


E-MAIL INKLAB@A0LC0M 


A s i sit here preparing for 
the murder trial of this 
neo-kkkolonialist pig that 
the State of Indiana and its impe¬ 
rialist agents have managed to 
frame me on, i would like to resolve 
some inner contradictions, re-af- 
firm my commitment to struggle 
and forge straight ahead in my fight 
for people’s justice. 

In the light of this frame-up i 
have managed to come to grips with 
making some concrete changes in 
my life. For those of you who don’t 
know Khalfani’s position, I am a 
New Afrikan Muslim revolu¬ 
tionary and due to my position 
against all forms of oppression 
and repression, as well as my 
convictions, i am a political 
prisoner. I entered prison at 
seventeen years of age. In my 
reactionary life, i came from a 
city called Gary, Indiana, 
where i was engrossed in ur¬ 
ban terrorism and suffering 
from “acute invisible man” syn¬ 
drome, destroying all in my 
path. It followed me to the 
prison culture. 

Consumed by this 
kkkolonial gang mentality, i 
was surrounded by one 
kkkontradiction after another, 
i began to transform the gang 
mentality into an aspiring 
revolutionary mentality by us¬ 
ing my knowledge and wisdom 
of Islam and applying it to the 
hard-line and principled ap¬ 
proach of revolutionary poli¬ 


tics. For most it was/is an easy leap 
but many have failed to really com¬ 
mit their soul to such a change. 

My allegiance is to the 
masses 

In the light of my being framed 
on these charges of murder, my 
transformations have been many, i 
take this time to openly denounce 
all my prior allegiance to the street 
gangs that have failed to make that 
qualitative leap toward indepen¬ 
dent political maturity, i am doing 
this consciously and of my own in¬ 
dependence, as well as of my politi¬ 
cal commitment to the people. In 
combating liberalism we must com¬ 
bat our inner selves that still cling 
to these misrepresentations. My 
teachers afforded me time to change 
so be clear: as revolutionary broth¬ 
ers and sisters we must give one a 
chance to grow and develop, but at 
some point one must make the leap 
[to political consciousness] or be left 
behind tolling the bell in reaction¬ 
ary confusion. 

So as i once pledged allegiance 
to one particular unorganized group 
of New Afrikans, my love, truth, 
peace and justice is now pledged to 
the masses. My “colors” are Red, 
Black, and Green—the universal 
colors that connect us as an op¬ 
pressed Nation moving toward self- 
determination and independence. 
No longer will i support the sepa¬ 
ration of colors, brother against 
brother or sistah against sister. In 
society as well as de kkkamps we 
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have 


and 


say 


to 


to whom Khalfani Khaldun really 
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is as a result 

to say i am a. Muslim, < 
know that certair 
kkkontradictions exist within many 
practitioners of Islam. My position 
on these matters are clear: i refuse 
to allow what those fakes do to in¬ 
terfere with what i know i must do 
as a Muslim and as a revolution¬ 
ary New Afrikan soldier. 

To quote the honorable El-Hajj 
Malik El-Shabazz (Malcolm X) in 
reference to submission in Islam 
and our position confronting racist 
amerikkka: 

“No religion will ever make me 
forget the conditions of our people 
in this country. No religion will ever 
make me forget the police clubs that 
come across our heads, or the con¬ 
tinued fighting with dogs against 
our people. No God, no religion, no 
nothing will make me forget it un¬ 
til it’s stopped, until it’s finished, 
until it’s eliminated.” 

This is my reality relative to 
my convictions as a Muslim and as 
a revolutionary. They can co-exist 
as long as one has one’s priorities 
straight. As i come to a close, please 
bear in mind i need all you all’s sup¬ 
port as i move forward in this con¬ 
spiracy charge of murder of this pig. 
Death to the system, death to ur¬ 
ban terrorism, gangsta politics, sex¬ 
ism, racist supremacy and the rest. 

Forward forever backwards 
never; power to the people. 

Khalfani X. Khaldun / 874304 
/ MCC Supermax / PO Box 557 / 
Westville, IN 46391 

[See p. 25 for update on the ex¬ 
ecution of Khaldun and Nassor’s 
comrade , Ziyon Yisrayah] 
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F uck America. Them motherfuckers 
don’t give a fuck about you. They’d 
rather see you dead, and the sooner 
you understand that, the better off you 
gonna be,” says Paris on the tail end of 
a song from his Guerrilla Funk CD. 
“America is a racist country. It was built 
on racism. That’s a fact.” 

Paris, the Black Panther of Hip-Hop, has 
never been one to understate an issue. In 
1990, he debuted with The Devil Made Me 
Do It, & fiery recording that throttled the sys¬ 
tem and its enforcers. His ultracontroversial 
follow-up, Sleeping With The Enemy , featured 
a cut-and-paste of Paris creeping on then- 
President George Bush, gat in hand. Enemy 
sparked refusal from his label and its parent 
distributor to put the record out and led to a 
split. Paris went on to head his own label, 
Scarface Records, which plays host to, most 
notably, Conscious Daughters. He followed up 
Enemy with his latest recording, Guerrilla 
Funk , which was released in the fall of 1994. 
The following chat with Paris took place with 
Frank of the Black Fist collective in Hous¬ 
ton. ; ; 

Frank: What, in your view, is the biggest 
problem in the community today? 

Paris: Murder. Murder and ignorance. 
Frank: Do you think the music can help 
affect this? 

Paris: That is the objective. I know the 
power of music. At this point and time, I know 
the power of negativity in music and its ef¬ 
fects. I also know the power of positivity in 
music because that’s how 1 came into con¬ 
sciousness. 1 do the music that T do in the 
hope that someone will be affected by it. 

Frank: What music influenced you when 
you came up? 

Paris: Whodini, Eric B., LL [Cool J], Run 
DMC—that whole era. Asfhr as rhy social 
consciousness being sparked, 1 would say 
Public Enemy. PE is most directly responsible 
with me coming into consciousness in the first 
place, and I credit them. 

Frank: You mentioned negativity in mu¬ 
sic, and one of your songs, “40 Ounces And a 
Fool,” touches on that. IPs got that smooth 
beat style and satirizes a rapper talking 
about selling out the community by pitching 
malt liquor. Can you tell more about it? 

Paris: IPs not pointed at anyone in par¬ 
ticular, but if the shoe fits wear it. There are 
a lot of successful hip-hop artists who auto¬ 
matically, it seems as though it were a given, 
rush out and endorse malt liquor — without 
ever paying attention to the fact that alco¬ 
holism is devastating the community. 

Frank: And malt liquor isn’t really like 
a beer, as it’s advertised. 

Paris: No, it’s not. IPs a much more po¬ 
tent form of liquor which can sterilize you if 
consumed too much. Not many people are 


aware of that. And it’s specifically marketed 
for our community. I’ve always said I have 
yet to see a white person in a malt liquor ad. 

Frank: What kind of challenges are there 
for you, as a hip-hop artist with a message, 
to balance out the differing musical needs — 
making it funky and something the hip-hop 
heads will listen to — but be faithful to what 
you want to tell people? 

Paris: It takes a lot longer than your 
average project. I have something I want to 
say. The subject material isn’t easy to digest 
all the time, but you also want to put out a 
project that don’t bore folks. See what I’m 
sayin’? A lot of times when you’re saying 
something that’s righteous, people want a 
kind of bad-boy escapism. That’s what hip- 
hop is known for, this fantasy escapism. 

Really it’s much more of a, well, common 
sensical approach in terms of what the sub¬ 
ject matter I’m dealing with. IPs not about 
glorifying anything negative or a mindless 
spree across tracks, but is something that’s 
very calculated and very well thought out. 
For something that analytical to be put on 
tape, it has to be something that’s interest¬ 
ing to listen to. 

Frank: Guerrilla Funk sounds like the 
g-funk records on the street today, but it’s way 
different. There’s even one song that has the 
phrase “Cornin’ to you straight from the anti¬ 
gangster.” Do you feel a responsibility to 
counter the gangster image? 

Paris: Well, aside from the fact that it’s 
a stereotypical image and not a good example 
for young people, especially young Black 
people, nine times out of ten, it’s fake. In this 
day and age, when things are supposed to be 
real in hip-hop, there’s a lot of falsehood go¬ 
ing on. Lot of times the people bragging out 
how many people they’ve shot, how many 
guns they own, how many “bitches” they sleep 
with — the whole attitude is faulty. When 
you call them on it, they’re not prepared. 
Their only fallback position in the end is their 
free speech rights. It’s a substantial state¬ 
ment but still a weak claim. No one ques¬ 
tions what you say but when you get called 
on the content then whatcha say? “I’m just 
sayin’ what I know.” Oh, but do you really 
know that? “I’m just saying what I see.” But 
do you really see that? Then it gets down to 
“Aw, I’m just trying to make some money.” 
Well, if you’re trying to make some money 
and doing it at the expense of the commu¬ 
nity, then what’s that make you? 

Frank: Do you think the majority of 
America thinks that police brutality does not 
exist? 

Paris: A lot of people who are not within 
the so-called minority communities think 
that. Especially when I was on the road and 
traveled through the Midwest. It’s a com¬ 
pletely different scene. If you’re born and 
raised in one of these towns and never leave 



thing. That’s why you have so many people 
disillusioned with the school system. 

Frank: If there was one book you could 
recommend, which would it be? 

Paris: There is no one! [laughs] There 
just is no one book. Everything on that list 
[from the liner notes] applies. Now the easier 
reading, some of the Haki Madhabuti and 
some of the Frances Cress-Wellsing stuff is 
good. Haki Madhabuti is pretty much all-in¬ 
clusive. 

Frank: What do you think people mis¬ 
understand about you? 

Paris: A lot of people think I’m anti¬ 
white. Nothing could really be further from 
the truth. I’m not anti-anybody. I go on the 
record saying that. It’s because you want to 
initiate a change and want to see your people 
do better. A lot of white people have become 
so defensive that they automatically assume 
I’m coming after them. This should only con¬ 
firm their own racism. Because of me simply 
wanting to see us do better and people tak¬ 
ing some sort of offense to that should only 
confirm their racism. I don’t hate anyone. I 
love people the way they love me. They can 
take that for what it’s worth. “How do you 
love me?” Well, shit, that’s the way 
I’ll love you back. Simple as that. 
Frank: I want to thank 
you a lot for your time. 

Paris: And thank 
you for your time. 
Ain’t no thing. 


and your entire existence has been centered 
around that area, you’re liable to have very 
close-minded thinking. This is not necessar¬ 
ily intentional but simply because you do not 
have any other frame of reference. That’s 
where a lot of people’s mentality lies. They 
can’t even conceptualize that police officers 
would be on the wrong side of the law. Like 
it’s a fairy tale or something they might see 
on the news. People out there are glad to see 
the police coming, trust them and love them. 
People in the Black community and in other 
communities hate to see the police coming — 
they despise them and fear them. So there’s 
a big difference. 

Frank: How important is consciousness 
of self for you as an artist? 

Paris: Consciousness of self is very im¬ 
portant. I don’t want to exclude traditional 
education by any means, but take it for what 
it’s worth. When you’re in history class and 
learn nothing about yourself and you’re learn¬ 
ing about Columbus and other folks —George 
Washington and Thomas Jefferson and how 
great they were and how morally strong they 
were. You have to read between the lines and 
do some additional reading to counteract 
that. “Give me liberty or give me death” 
was said by a man who owned 65 
slaves. That in and of 
shows you the type of con¬ 
tradiction that exists 
within traditional educa¬ 
tion. That one statement 
is symbolic of the way the 
educational system is in 
this country. It’s made to 
basically uphold and ben 
efit a certain, select group 
of individuals. I happen 
not to be in that group 
and most people hap¬ 
pen not to be in that 
group. That’s something 
needs to be addressed because self-es¬ 
teem comes into question with youth 
and the perception of your ability to achieve 
greatness or your ability to aspire to 
something in particular comes into 
question. If you don’t know how 
great you once were then you 
do not know what you can 
become. If you don’t know 
anything about your¬ 
self, once again, 
you have no ref¬ 
erence point. 

This is very 
serious — 
miseducaticn 
in this 
country 
is a very 
a seri- 
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the ridiculous claim that white power and 
Black Power are the same. Both Simmer and 
Foreman seemed aware that openly admit¬ 
ting their nazi beliefs would not help their 
attempt to convict an anti-racist but still they 
tailgated as close as they could to admitting 
racist beliefs without actually saying so out¬ 
right. 

Jesse Rosen’s testimony was the most 
damaging to the defense. The prosecution put 
a lot of weight on his testimony because he 
was a reporter and supposedly “unbiased.” 
Rosen seemed nervous and very reluctant to 
be a witness. He claimed to have seen Kieran 
hit Simmer twice with a flashlight, but he 
also said several times that “anything was 
possible” and that Kieran could have been 
provoked and he just didn’t see it. 

The defense then presented their case. 
Key defense witnesses testified to seeing Sim¬ 
mer pull something shiny out of his pocket. 
The goal of Graham’s cross examination was 
to suggest that defense witnesses were col¬ 
laborating in a scheme to fabricate evidence. 
She based this not so-astute-assumption on 
the fact that more than one witnesses testi¬ 
fied to the brass knuckles being “shiny.” Again 
proving that Kieran’s prosecution was politi¬ 
cal, Graham questioned each defense witness 
about his or her political affiliations. To one 
witness she barked, “Weren’t you once in a 
leadership role at an anarchist demonstra¬ 
tion?” (Unfortunately for Graham the witness 
was a communist, who did not hesitate to say 
“No!”) 

The defense strategy focused on expos¬ 
ing Daniel Simmers’s racist politics and neo- 
nazi affiliations. As mentioned above, when 
Simmer was questioned as to the meaning of 
his patches—which included a skull and 
crossbone SS patch, an Afrikaner swastika, 
an Eric Banks commemoration, and a Bound 
For Glory patch—he had a tough time skirt¬ 
ing around his beliefs. To eliminate any un¬ 
certainties about the content of these patches, 
Kieran’s lawyer Keith Ellison brought in 
Leonard Zeskind as an expert witness. 
Zeskind has consistently done research and 
investigation on racist movements in the U.S. 
and Germany, and he testified about the con¬ 
tent of the patches. 


In her closing arguments Graham ac¬ 
cused the PSO of “cooking the whole thing 
up” and creating the idea of a nazi rally just 
so that they would have an excuse to have a 
demonstration. She accused the defense of 
putting nazism on trial. She called one de¬ 
fense witness an outright liar. She stated that 
ARA’s sole purpose was to fight nazis. But 
her key argument was that Kieran’s dedica¬ 
tion to fighting racism, which spans ten 
years, is what makes him a criminal. She was 
never able to prove that Kieran did not strike 
Simmer in self-defense. 

In the defense’s closing arguments, 
Ellison asked the jury to remember the evi¬ 
dence that was presented relating to the ac¬ 
tual moment at which Simmer pulled some¬ 
thing out of his pocket and made a turn to¬ 
wards Kieran. This moment was what 
Kieran’s innocence rested on. This is the 
moment at which Kieran exerted his right to 
self-defense. He stated that if Kieran’s guilt 
was based on his anti-racist politics than “you 
might as well throw the NAACP in jail, too!” 

The Verdict 

The jury deliberated for two and a half 
days. At one point they came back as a hung 
jury but the judge sent them back to continue 
deliberating. On Sunday night, January 28th 
, we heard there was a verdict. Kieran’s fam¬ 
ily, friends, and supporters scrambled to court 
hoping for the best but also worried and tense 
from the long wait. The jury came back with 
a not guilty verdict on both counts. Cheers 
and applause filled the courtroom as we 
shared embraces and tears. Finally, two 
years after the actual incident that left clouds 
of felony charges hovering over an activist’s 
head, we were free, not because of some great 
myth of justice from the courts but because 
anti-racist activists stuck together for two 
years, because we firmly believe that there 
is no room for nazis anywhere, and because 
the history of fighting fascism in the Twin 
Cities cannot be stopped by a ruling class who 
walks through the skyways with their own 
racist agendas. Fight Racism!!! (Thanks to 
Kieran’s Irish Pub and Minnesotans for a 
United Ireland for hosting our celebration 
that night.) THE END. 


If the cops come here, we are ready for them.” 
He held a flashlight in one hand and a shot¬ 
gun in the other. 

I spent New Year’s Eve with my relatives. 
One of my cousins, Elijio, told me, “I went to 
your mother’s house. The cops were at your 
house; they are looking for you, and you know 
how the policia judicial are. So listen, in a 
few days I’m going back to the US. Do you 
want to come with me, or do you want to stay 
in this village?” It’s a very small village. 
There is no bus, no electricity, no nothing. 
(It’s a cool place, though.) He said, “I have to 
go back to Morelia. If you want to come to 
the US with me, I will tell your mother and 
your grandma.” I said, “Okay, I will go with 
you.” 

Elijio went to the city and when he re¬ 
turned to my uncle’s place, he brought 16,000 
pesos with him, which was about $750 in 
1982. My aunt, two cousins and I took a bus 
back to Morelia. We went to the city disguised 
as campesinos (farmers), with hats and san¬ 
dals! We couldn’t go looking like city boys. 

My mother and father were waiting for 
us at the bus station. For the first time in 
many years, my father talked to me. Up un¬ 
til then my father and I didn’t have a good 
relationship because I was a crazy guy and 
he wanted me to go to school. Every father’s 
dream is to have his sons graduate and be 
somebody, and I was somebody—a gangster. 

He told me, ‘You know what, Luis? You 
are in trouble, and now you are a man. You 
are a kid no more. So take care of yourself 
and don’t get involved in any more trouble.” 

I said okay. And my mother, well, you know 
how mothers are; she was crying. She said, 
“Luis, take care of yourself, and pray”—she’s 
Catholic, you know—“Pray to the Virgen 
Guadalupe and remember us.” So I left my 
home town. 

Crossing the border 

From Morelia we traveled to Loredo, 
Mexico. We spent a day there, in a cheap 
stinky hotel with roaches and mice. The next 
day a women in her mid-40s took us to the 
shore of the Rio Bravo (Rio Grande). There 
were more people there, about ten, waiting 
to be smuggled into the US. There were also 
other groups of people waiting to cross. It was 
dark, but we heard their voices whispering, 
“Hey, don’t make any sound, la migra [US 
immigration police] is on the other side and 
the Mexican cops are on this side. And don’t 
smoke!” 

We stayed there until after dark. Then, 
two coyotes (smugglers) came with an inflat¬ 
able raft, but it didn’t have any air in it. We 
all had to help them inflate it with our 
mouths! Then they said, “Okay, you and you 
and you in the front, and you and you in the 
middle, and you in the back,” and they gave 
us our positions. There were ten of us in that 
raft. I was afraid, because the river current 
was so strong, and there were whirlpools in 
parts of the river, and if we got caught in one 
of those, we would die. So I was a little afraid, 
but at the same time I was excited. “Oh shit,” 
I thought, “So this is the Rio Bravo and the 
US is on the other side!” 

The two coyotes took us to the US side 
and then they went back to Mexico to bring 
more people over. Another guy was waiting 
for us on the American side. We walked to a 
house, where a truck was waiting for us. It 
was a pickup truck with a tarp on the back. 


We laid down in the back of the truck and 
they covered us up. We rode like that all the 
way to Houston, which was about a five hour 
drive. It was raining and we got wet because 
there were holes in the tarp. I was tired, but 
on January 6, 1982, at around 8:00 AM, we 
were in Houston. 

The coyotes dropped us off in Houston, 
where we paid them. It cost $350 for each of 
us. Nowadays to go from Laredo, Mexico to 
Houston it costs $500. 

I was happy because it was another cul¬ 
ture, there were a lot of white girls around, 
and there was a rock ’n’ roll station playing 
24 hours a day! My uncle told me to go to 
school, but I only went for one day. I didn’t 
like it; everyone spoke English. I found a job 
working in a junkyard, but I got laid off and 
didn’t do anything for about a month. 

Another guy, my cousin’s friend, had 
lived in south Florida. He told me, “Luis, I 
gotta go to South Miami. Wanna come with 
me? I got friends there and there’s a lot of 
work.” I said okay. I told my uncle, and he 
said, “If you want to go, it’s okay. You know 
what you are doing. But call your mother and 
let her know where you are.” That’s when I 
moved to south Florida. I spent ten years 
there. 

“We didn't make this border 

It’s so hard, it’s hard to get here from 
Mexico. Some people never make it. They die 
on the way. That’s a sad thing. People come 
here looking for a better life, looking to make 
some money to send back to their families in 
Mexico, and they don’t ever make it. They 
are put in a fosa comun, a grave without 
name. They are buried in a common grave, 
while their family in Mexico waits to receive 
a letter from them with some money. 

No, I don’t like the border. Not just the 
US-Mexico border, but all borders. The gov¬ 
ernment, the rich, they made the borders, not 
us. The US government calls us illegals; 
sometimes they call us wetbacks. But we 
come here to work, to make some money. All 
the people I see working in the fields are His- 
panics, working for low wages in bad work¬ 
ing conditions. Those politicians, they don’t 
mention that. Like California Governor Pete 
Wilson, he talks a lot of shit about us. I would 
really like to see this guy in the field picking 
tomatoes. If he did, he’d change his mind. 
He’d say, “Mexicans, welcome to the USA!” 

Let me tell you something else. We didn’t 
cross the border, the border crossed us. We 
didn’t make this border. Mexican people don’t 
want this border, no question about it. But 
we are taking back Tfexas and California and 
all the Southwest. It’s ours again; it’s ours. 
No borders. 


Luis received a green card in the general 
amnesty of 1986. He currently lives in Min¬ 
neapolis. 
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to Parliament at age 22 and been imprisoned for 'riotous behavior’ 

for her part in the Battle of the Bogside in 1909. 









































































































































VIVA SUTAVR! 

Mexican Bus Workers Fight Back 



The Zapatistas are not the only move¬ 
ment of mass resistance to capital and 
state in Mexico. SUTAUR-100, Mexico’s 
largest independent union, made up of 
12,000 bus drivers and mechanics in 
Mexico City, has a 13-year history of 
struggle. SUTAUR has fiercely fought 
for the rights and interests of its mem¬ 
bers, built working class support for the 
Zapatistas, organized million-strong 
Mayday marches, and upheld union in¬ 
dependence, strongly participating in 
the Independent Proletarian Movement 
(MPI). The government has responded 
by attempting to privatize the bus sys¬ 
tem and arresting SUTAUR executive 
board members. We talked to Jorge 
Cuella Valdez (pictured above)* record¬ 
ing secretary of the SUTAUR, during his 
U.S. solidarity tour this past winter. 
Since the interview, the government and 
SUTAUR have reached a tentative 
agreement, heading off a confrontation 
for now...—Kieran 

Could you give us a little background 
into the SUTAUR and leading up to this 
present struggle? 


events 
started it? 

J: The initial 
event was 
that we were 
violently 
ejected from 
our place of 
work, leaving 
us without 
any suste¬ 
nance to sup¬ 
port our fam¬ 
ily. They put 
twelve of our 
companeros, 
who are lead¬ 
ers, in jail, 
making up 
trumped-up 
charges. They 
took the work- 
ers’ savings. 
In the ac¬ 
counts of the union we had saved twenty five- 
million dollars. Each worker had their own 
individual account, which adds up to that 
total. This money comes from the dues that 
are paid weekly to the union. The union does 
not keep anything. Everything belongs to the 
workers. It’s a collective savings. Everyone 
can save whatever they wish. This union is 
not like the official unions where they take 
their dues and don’t return anything. I don’t 
how it works in the AFL-CIO. It’s possible 
workers get some of their savings back or do 
the leaders get the money? 

The second one. So what was the gov¬ 
ernments motivation for attacking the 
SUTAUR? 

J: Fear on the part of the government that 
this organization would grow. That this so¬ 
cial organization with political strength 
would grow and thus show the inabilities of 
the government class and also that we are 
demonstrating ithe social malaise. They want 
to end or do away With this focus of rebellion 
which they themselves have caused. The mis¬ 
ery of Mexico City is tremendous. We have 
eighteen million unemployed in the country 
and in Mexico City alone we have 7-8 million 
unemployed people. 

What has SUTAUR done to resist these 


Jorge: SUTAUR represents the organized attacks? 
working class in Mexico City. It’s the stron- J: What has allowed us to resist is the class 
gest organization which is struggling in consciousness and previous expedience in the 
Mexico City. It's the strongest opposition that worker’s struggles. We’ve already won two 
the Mexico government has in the City. That’s strikes against the federal government, so we 

why the authorities are trying to destroy it. have faith in our organized forces. That is to 
This organization has been very efficient in say that we won two and we’re going to win 
their support for the popular sectors and the the third. The government js bloody. It corn- 


search for collective interests, social services. 
That is to say that the workers who are mem¬ 
bers of the union don’t forget their conditions 
as people and where they come from. As .a 


government is bloody, 
mits a lot of cold-blooded mistakes. And 
sooner or later we’ll find our place where we’ll 
be able to get a good hold. We’ve done it on 
other occasions where there’s a solution or 


union we’re struggling for our labor righ®. f the situation gets worse. 
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And as a citizens’ organization we struggle 
for our civil rights. To this cause, various 
popular organizations have joined from the 
suburbs of Mexico City. That is why the move¬ 
ment has grown and is very strong. 

Can you describe the current confron¬ 
tation with the government? What 


Does SUTAUR engage in demonstra¬ 
tions or occupations? What kind of di¬ 
rect action does SUTAUR engage in? 

J: All types of peaceful actions. We’ve done 
demonstrations with one million and a half 
people. On the first of May we had such a 
demonstration. We’ve done 143 demonstra¬ 



tion between 50-500,000 people. We’ve taken 
embassies. We are going from neighborhood 
to neighborhood knocking on doors to inform 
people of our problems and to ask for their 
support. Our companeros and their families 
go from house to house and ask different 
people for a kilogram of beans, a kilogram of 
rice, used clothing and used books for their 
children. And in this way we create conscious¬ 
ness throughout the people so that they sup¬ 
port our struggle. 

How has the Zapatista’s struggle af¬ 
fected other struggles in Mexico like 
SUTAUR? 

J: We’re totally committed to the social 
struggle. For us the Zapatista movement has 
been an inspiration. We have spent 13 years 
struggling. In 1994 the Zapatistas emerged. 
We’re committed to the social struggle that 
is being carried out in Chiapas and we must 
say that we are totally supportive of the move¬ 
ment. When the people in Chiapas were be¬ 
ing bombarded, when the population was 
being bombarded we took the streets to dem¬ 
onstrate our disagreement. And then after¬ 
wards we sent 170 tons of material aid. That 
is the support that we have given to the 
Zapatistas. When we had the resources we 
did it and if we had them now we would do it 
again. 

We see a reflection of our. needs in the 
campesino brothers in the state of Chiapas 
and if necessary to organize a unified struggle 
we will do it and if they don’t give us any other 
option we will also have to take up arms. Ap¬ 
parently they’re two thousand. We’re more 
or less the same number. They’re struggling 
in Chiapas, we’re struggling in Mexico City. 
We believe that our actions need to become 
more radicalized but for the moment they 
have been peaceful. 

What does the SUTAUR think about the 
EZLN’s (Zapatista National Liberation 
Army) proposals? 

J: We’re a workers’ movement. Up to the mo¬ 
ment the Zapatista movement has been dif¬ 
ferent. They took up the arms. We’re fight¬ 
ing for labor rights. And I think the idea of 
forming a common front serves the purpose 
of, for one thing, preventing them from be¬ 
coming massacred. We support any measure 
that will avoid a massacre. And we have al¬ 
ways supported the Zapatista struggle from 
Mexico City. 

How does SUTAUR organize itself inter¬ 
nally to prevent it from becoming cor¬ 
rupt like the 
official 
unions? 

J: Our stat¬ 
utes prevent 
any leader 
from holding 
office for more 
than two 
years. Every 
two years 
when the con¬ 
tract is being 
negotiated 
there has to be 
a change in 
leadership. 

Now, he who is 
Secretary 
General can 
hold another 
office but it 
has to be a 
lower office. 

The statutes 
must be re¬ 
spected and 


the direct vote from the base is taken. When 
we detect any corruption from the leadership 
they are immediately returned to the base 
or thrown out of the organization. We are very 
radical in those respects. 

What is the relationship between 
SUTAUR and the Independent Proletar¬ 
ian Movement (MPI)? 

J: The MPI is made up of popular organiza¬ 
tions from Mexico City and the suburbs. They 
are users of the transportaton system. They 
defend their economically viable transporta¬ 
tion because they are people with few re¬ 
sources. They are workers, campesinos, and 
students. And we as SUTAUR are part of the 
MPI because we are part of the same people. 
Within SUTAUR you talk about being a 
class-conscious workers’ organization. 
Is it ideologically connected to a certain 
socialist/marxist ideology or is it con¬ 
nected just to Mexico’s own radical past? 
J: I think all theories have their good sides 
and we have become a sponge. We pick up 
what’s good and reject what’s bad. It has 
given us good results. Above all we study 
universal history. We study worker’s 
struggles. And we have read Marx and Lenin. 
But that does not mean that our ideology is 
based specifically on them. But worker’s 
struggle has given us good results. We have 
been able to obtain benefits that no worker 
in Mexico has. On this basis our struggle is 
for labor rights. When we are backing move¬ 
ments such as the MPI what we are looking 
for is social justice. We have a diverse amount 
of ideas to confront various types of struggles. 
Are the ideas of Ricardo Flores Magon 
(the martyred revolutionary anarchist) 
connected to your struggle? 

J: Magonismo is considered anarchy. Many 
movements rejected it but there are some who 
did assimilate it. I confess to be a Magonista. 
I’ve read alot of the history of Ricardo Flores 
Magon. I know a lot of his poems. Today I 
mentioned one of them in my presentation. I 
usually mention them in my presentations. 
And I’ve had problems because of that. But 
that doesn’t matter. It’s poetry that comes 
from the soul; people who have lived the ex¬ 
perience of the struggle and who were always 
true to their convictions. I wish I could be 
the shoes, at least the shoes of Flores Magon. 
Hike him very much. 

FFI: SUTAUR-100 in Mexico City at 
(525)700-4107 (Fax) 
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_THE SEDUCTION OF 

NEOCOLONIALISM 

BY SHAKA SHAKUR 



T he nature of neo-kolonialism is 
that of a chameleon. It is ever¬ 
present, ever-changing in its char¬ 
acter, content, and form. And by that very 
nature it is seductive. The seduction can be 
subtle or upfront and in-your-face. The vic¬ 
tim of such seduction can be willingly seduced 
and be engaging in a neo-kolonial politic, or 
he/she can be unconscious of the seduction 
and yet be participating in a neo-kolonial 
political and social practice. 

When europeans invaded Afrika to kid¬ 
nap Afrikans as slaves and to steal land and 
the raw resources of that land, they created 
a system of kolonialism: Direct rule and oc¬ 
cupation. As Afrikan people begin to 
struggle and throw off the yoke of kolonialism 
through a revolutionary process, kolonialists 
were forced to move to the next stage of 
kolonialism — neo-kolonialism. They began 
a systematic program not only to co-opt revo¬ 
lutionary forces and leadership, but also to 
put into position those Afrikans who looked 
Afrikan but thought and acted like the for¬ 
eign invaders whom they had already been 
conditioned by. 

Historically, most revolutionaries and 
anti-kolonial forces have viewed neo- 
kolonialists as those who have sold out to the 
kolonial forces, holding high office and act¬ 
ing as buffers or lackeys for the white kolonial 
imperialist invaders. These neo-kolonials are 
usually created by the european invaders, 
educated in european institutions, indoctri¬ 
nated with eurocentric values, placed in po¬ 
sitions of pseudo-power, and utilized as tools 
to legitimize a kolonial imperialist system. 
They are used to obscure the contradiction 
and existence of national oppression. Neo- 
kolonialism obscures the struggle for national 
independence and national liberation. It 
leaves the impression of freedom and inte¬ 
gration into the socio-economic structure of 
society, when actually you either have flag 
independence or a bourgeois democracy rest¬ 
ing on the backs of oppressed nationals. 

Neo-kolonialism represents a higher 
stage of kolonialism. It is kolonialism in new 
form. 

In north amerikkka, New Afrikans have 
undergone a similar process. As the revolu¬ 
tionary movements and civil rights struggle 
of New Afrikan people began to surge forward 
during the 60s and 70s, the u.s. government 
implemented a covert counter-intelligence 
program (COINTELPRO) to target, neutral¬ 
ize, and destroy all New Afrikan revolution¬ 
ary organizations and prevent the rise of a 
Black messiah who could electrify the masses 
of New Afrikan people. Part of this program 
was geared towards attacking the more mili¬ 
tant segment of Our movement, while part 
was geared towards co-opting other segments 
with corporate grants and privileged posi¬ 
tions. This process was multifaceted. While 
hunting down and assassinating many New 
Afrikan (Black) militants, framing others, 
and forcing the rest to go underground, the 
kapitalist ruling klass of euro-amerikkkans 
moved to create a more concentrated national 


New Afrikan bourgeoisie 
— a privileged elitist 
klass who for the most 
part was de-culturalized 
and allowed to integrate 
into so-called institu¬ 
tions of higher learning. 

They were indoctrinated 
with euro-centric values; 
freedom became a 
Cadillac and a home in 
the suburbs. They were 
no longer “Black and 
Proud,” but instead 
wanted to become recog¬ 
nized as amerikkkans. 

In an attempt to un¬ 
dermine the grassroots 
organizing that many of 
Our militants had been 
doing and to contami¬ 
nate the sea of New 
Afrikan people, the sys¬ 
tem pumped drugs into 
Our community at an 
alarming rate. While an 
elitist klass was created 
and allowed token 
crumbs from the euro- 
kapitalist table, a drug 
economy was created for 
the lower klass where 
We would kill one an¬ 
other while trying to be¬ 
come ghetto rich. Neo- 
kolonialism changed 
forms as Our national 
reality as a subjugated nation continued to 
undergo a transformation. 

As a part of this dialectical process of 
growth and deterioration and the spiraling 
and sharpening of overall contradictions, 
what had been known before as “gangs” be¬ 
gan to change form and character. As the 
movement for freedom was being crushed, re¬ 
duced to a low tide among the sea of Our 
people, street organizations continued to rise 
and grow. They became better organized, bet¬ 
ter armed, and more vicious and backwards 
than ever before. As the genocidal campaign 
waged by the settler state intensified against 
New Afrikan and Latino/a people, the actions 
of street organizations became a selfrfulfill- 
ing prophecy for the euro-settler state. Just 
as the u.s. government from afar controlled 
and subsidized many of the counter-revolu¬ 
tionary wars in third world countries, they 
now subsidized and controlled the wars rag¬ 
ing in Our community around the drug 
economy, by supplying both the drugs and 
the high-tech weaponry that most of these 
street forces use. 

Most of the youth today do not see them¬ 
selves as agents of imperialism, as agents of 
genocide and as extensions of the state, pri¬ 
marily because they have been seduced by 
the neo-kolonial phenomenon, which is con¬ 
stantly promoted and propagated through the 
u.s. bourgeois superstructures and 
(mis)educational institutions. These institu¬ 


tions infect Us with morals and values that 
are alien and foreign to Our historical Afrikan 
and New Afrikan kulture. 

The seduction of neo-kolonialism satu¬ 
rates and promotes almost every aspect of 
Our popular kulture so that We receive a 
steady diet of rank opportunism and neo- 
kolonial politics. For example, take the popu¬ 
lar T.V. series “N.Y. Undercover,” a suppos¬ 
edly realistic kkkop show that has a neo- 
kolonial New Afrikan and Latino playing the 
starring roles. In contrast to the past ap¬ 
proach of starsky and hutch and others of its 
kind, these kkkops are dressed in hip hop 
gear and speak the language of hip hop 
kulture. Hip hop artists and soundtracks are 
used as a theme and each show usually fea¬ 
tures a well-known or popular New Afrikan 
or Latino/a entertainer or athlete. While 
sugar coating the show with a heavy dose of 
New Afrikan and Latino/a kulture, the focus 
of each airing usually attempts to focus on 
real issues confronting oppressed communi¬ 
ties and promoting fictional portrayals of non- 
fictional events, e.g. the murder of Dr. Huey 
R Newton and the armored car expropria¬ 
tion by Puerto Rican Independentistas. 

In this hollywood creation, no New 
Afrikan or other oppressed person is ever 
taken into the police station and beaten and 
tortured until a confession is given. No 
kkkops are ever shown selling huge quanti¬ 
ties of narcotics and weapons in the commu¬ 


nity or shooting kids in the back while claim¬ 
ing the kid had a weapon. 

While appropriating New Afrikan and 
Latino kulture, the police and state take on 
legitimate characteristics. They take on the 
characteristic of having the people’s interest 
at heart; this has not been Our historical re¬ 
ality. These kops are not seen as kkkops ter¬ 
rorizing the hood but are portrayed as 
homeboys protecting the hood. As the music 
and other portrayals of Our kulture seduces 
Our youth into watching and consuming this 
program, the real kontradiction of neo- 
kolonialism and Our relationship to the set¬ 
tler state and its occupational forces become 
obscured. The kontradiction is shrouded in a 
mythology promoted by the bourgeois super¬ 
structure while simultaneously creating il¬ 
legitimate images and “role models” in the 
mind of Our children that they desire to emu¬ 
late. 

We can see this same appropriation of 
New Afrikan and Afrikan kulture in 
McDonalds and sports commercials, where 
popular New Afrikan entertainers and ath¬ 
letes are used to promote not only unhealthy 
products but products of corporations that 
have presently and historically had an op¬ 
pressive and opportunistic relationship to the 
New Afrikan community. Yet these products 
are promoted with an Afrikan-centric back¬ 
drop of kente cloth, New Afrikan church 
choirs and Afrikan artifacts. Under 
kapitalism everything is commodified, includ¬ 
ing kultures. 

The relationship of street organizations 
to the New Afrikan community today is the 
equivalent of Jonas Savimbi — leader of 
UNITA—to the Angolan masses, the equiva¬ 
lent of Mongasithu Buthelezi of the Inkatha 
Freedom Party of South Afrika to Azanian 
people, the equivalent of the contras to the 
Nicaraguan people. They are forces financed 
and supported by foreigners to terrorize their 
own people and community. They have taken 
on the character of warlords, who, as night 
falls, control and dominate entire segments 
of the New Afrikan community in the further 
pursuit of vulgar materialism. They are chas¬ 
ing an 
amerikkkan 
dream while 
further ex¬ 
acerbating a 
neo-kolonial 
nightmare 
for the New 
Afrikan Na¬ 
tion/people. 

This trend 
must be re¬ 
versed. 

Re-Build! 

Shaka 
Shakur, 

Spear & 

Shield 
Collective 
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THE ONLY HONEST 
COP IN THE WORLD 


LOS ANGELES — In a surprising dis¬ 
play of brute honesty, a Los Angeles County 
Sheriff has formed a group to protect the 
privileges of white male cops. The Associa¬ 
tion of White Male Peace Officers was cre¬ 
ated by Sargeant Ed Kirste to fight any at¬ 
tempts to “punish or penalize” white male 
cops “for any real or purported transgressions 
of our forebears.” “We’re not responsible for 
slavery or Wounded Knee,” he said, “We just 
come to work every day and strive to do what 
is asked of us.” 

Kirste, of course, is technically correct. 
However, it’s people like him who “just come 
to work every day” and do what they’re told 
who made Wounded Knee possible, and who 
make racial discrimination a reality today. 

To be “white” and “male” in this society 
doesn’t just mean one actively participates 
in atrocities against humanity. It also means 
one allows others to commit atrocities, or that 
one benefits from them. 

Ajny “white man’s organization” is really 
nothing more than an attempt to maintain 
the benefits that come with being white and 
male in this society and to continue the op¬ 
pression of women and people of color. Kirste 
knows this; he’s just too stupid to know that 
the real way to maintain white male power 



Kirste calling the first AWMPO meeting to 
order. 


in this society is to disguise it. But hey, that’s 
why he’s The Only Honest Cop in the World. 



insisted, “It’s just one corrupt cop, that’s all.” 

However, in addition to this clear case of 
graverobbing (was the cop gonna take a nap 
in the corpse’s coffin, too?), consider these 
facts about the police: 

• They lurk about in the dark 

• They prey on the innocent 

• They love graveyards (sending thou¬ 
sands of people there every year) 

• They can’t see their reflection in their 
mirrored sunglasses 

• They are repelled by garlic (donuts con¬ 
tain an anti-garlic chemical property; that’s 
why cops eat them) 

• They recruit by sucking their victims 
dry of blood, brains, and human dignity, turn¬ 
ing police recruits into lifeless ghouls forever. 

This is undeniable proof that cops are 
bloodsuckers vamping on the oppressed, and 
that good citizens everywhere must take ac¬ 
tion against them. 


LOS ANGELES — City officials across 
the country have long denied it, but proof that 
police are vampires surfaced here in May 
when an LA cop was caught stealing $2800 
from a corpse in Koreatown. “It still doesn’t 
mean we’re vampires,” a police spokesperson 


emu a 


The Urban Legends 
Are True! The Police 
Are Real-Life 
Vampires! 
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my DON T JUtT BIAT RANDOM 
PEOPLE ON m STREET... 


Do you ever wonder what cops are like 
when they take off their uniforms? Can you 
be on a crazy, violent, power trip while you’re 
at work and then go home and be a real nice 

guy? 

Twenty-eight percent of 123 police de¬ 
partments that serve populations of 100,000 
or more across the country reported increases 
in the past year in domestic violence cases 
involving officers. Not only are cops out there 
terrorizing the masses, they’re also beating 
down their own familes. 

In Detroit, when his wife received flow¬ 
ers, a police officer struck her, grabbed her 
throat, threw her down on the floor and bit 
her upper lip. The 10-year veteran was sus¬ 
pended without pay for five days after plead¬ 
ing guilty to a misdemeanor charge of domes¬ 
tic violence. Do you want him to pull you over 
for speeding? 

The Detroit police department recorded 
41 domestic violence complaints against its 
4,000 officers in 1993 and 54 in 1994, accord¬ 
ing to Detroit police chief Isaiah McKinnon. 
There were 17 through May 1995, the latest 
month for which figures were available. 

Okay, if these boys in blue don’t got the 
social skills to resolve conflicts in their per¬ 
sonal relationships without resorting to vio¬ 
lence, how can they be trusted on the streets 
with badges and guns? 


It’s even stated that one of the factors 


contributing to domestic violence among po¬ 
lice officers is their work: Many find it hard 
to let go of the aggressive behavior often “re¬ 
quired” on the job once they get home, said 
Detroit police commander John Courie. 

No shit, cops’ job is to be violent and bru¬ 
tal and they take their work seriously. “Deal¬ 
ing with this job and coming home and try¬ 
ing to deal with a family—something’s got to 
give somewhere,” said Officer Ronnie 
McDade. Poor pigs, so how ‘bout you guys 
give up your racist, misogynist mentality, all 
right? 

Most Detroit cops arrested for domestic 
violence lose 30 days of pay, the same pen¬ 
alty given to those arrested for using mari¬ 
juana for the first time, said Louis Feurino, 
an attorney at the department’s discipline 
unit. Three officers were involved in more se¬ 
rious cases during the past year, but the 
charges were dismissed. We’re not surprised. 


more dead cops! 


ICO 

IUhB The National Law En¬ 
forcement Officers Memorial Fund re¬ 
ported that police fatalities rose in 
1995. 162 little piggies went to market 
and never came home, which was the 
second straight year police deaths in 
the US have risen. 


BIG BROTHER1996 



We here at the Blast! of¬ 
ten say that the “Fight 
Against Crime” is really a 
fight against freedom. Recent 
developments in police tech¬ 
nology are proving us right. 

In Redwood City, Califor¬ 
nia (a suburb of San Fran¬ 
cisco), police have hidden so¬ 
phisticated listening devices 
throughout a section of the 
city that is “plagued by gang 
shootings and random gun¬ 
fire” (i.e. the part where poor 
Black and Brown folks live). 
Cops insist it’s to help them 
detect gunshots more accu¬ 
rately, but they admit that 
the bugs could easily be al¬ 
tered to listen in to people’s 
homes. 

In Baltimore, police have 
installed video cameras in a 
16-block area of downtown 
that enables them to monitor 
every street, sidewalk, and 
alley in the area. Officials 
admit that it would be very 
easy to tilt the cameras to 
look inside windows rather 
than on streets. 

However, the biggest 
problem with these technolo- 


tening makes us change our public behavior 
to fall in line with “official” behavior. We 
become too intimidated to do anything spon¬ 
taneous, radical, or free-spirited. 

Basically, these technologies put a cop 
inside our heads. Making us police ourselves 
is cheaper than putting more cops on the 
streets, and it makes resistance to the pow¬ 
ers that be much more difficult. 


gies, is not that they could spy on us in our 
homes but that they are being used right now 
to spy on us in the streets. 

Do you feel nervous or tense or uncom¬ 
fortable when a cop is nearby, even when 
you’re doing nothing wrong? With these de¬ 
vices, that feeling will be everywhere, even 
when a cop is not around. Just knowing that 
a cop somewhere could be watching or lis- 



















• Last month in Seoul, Korea, at a demonstration of over 10,000 
people, students showed cops they would not be intimidated. The demo 
was demanding justice for a student who died of a heart attack after 
being beaten by riot cops. The cops fired volleys of tear gas for several 
hours before angry sudents were dispersed. (See photo) 

• In New Jersey, cops were called to the Rahway VFW Hall on 
Campbell Street after midnight on a Saturday night. When they tried 
to harass some kids they got what they had coming; the crowd of 65 
kids fought back. One cop was hit in the mouth by a brick, another 
suffered a shoulder injury and a third was punched in the face. Wind¬ 
shields on two cruisers were smashed, and other pig mobiles were 
nicked and dented by bottles and rocks; obviously some cops figured 
out they better duck! Four youths were charged with rioting and other 
charges might be pending, but The Blast! heard reports that the offic¬ 
ers were resisting payback and are asking that all charges be dropped. 



PARIS POLICE SUICIDE? MAIS OUI! 



PARIS — Hated by young and old, im¬ 
migrant and native, members of the Paris 
police force are committing suicide in droves. 
Last year a record was set when 60 cops killed 
themselves; already 34 have killed them¬ 
selves between January and June of this year. 
This is twice the rate of New York cops, who 
lead the US in police suicide rates. 

Why do cops off themselves? The reasons 
usually given are the stress of the job and 
the constant hostility they face from people 
every day. 

This answer is only partly right. The real 
reason is because they are torn in two direc¬ 
tions—defending white privilege and the 
property of the rich on one hand, and want¬ 
ing to be full members of humanity on the 
other. Unfortunately, the interests of human¬ 
ity and the interests of whiteness and capi¬ 
tal are forever opposed, and so those who 
enforce the “thin blue line” between them will 
always suffer psychologically. As long as cops 
exist, therefore, they will continue to kill 
themselves. 


COP FIRED- 

FOR LOSING HIS CRUISER! 


NEW JERSEY— Raritan 
Township police officer John 
Ennis arrested Resia Caceres last 
spring for auto theft, but the only 
car we know she stole for sure was 
Ennis’s! The cop cuffed Caceres 
for theft and put her in the back 
seat of his police cruiser while he 
went to go interview witnesses. 
When he returned the car was 
gone! Caceres had grabbed an 
extra set of car keys from the front 
seat, got behind the wheel, and 
took off, looking for freedom. 

As a result of this little car 
caper, Ennis was fired from the 
force. Caceres was unfortunately 
caught five hours later when she 
crashed the fuzzmobile into an¬ 
other car. No injuries were re¬ 
ported. 



Dear 

Abbey 

Lishunist 

Abbey Lishunist, anti-police advice columnist 

For the “abbey-lishun” of the police! 



“Why Does the State Prosecute 
Corrupt Cops?” 


Dear Abbey: 

In a massive police corruption scandal, 
six Philadelphia cops pled guilty last fall to 
conducting illegal searches, planting false 
evidence, and lying under oath in order to 
send innocent people to prison. Since then, the 
Philadelphia district attorney’s office has had 
to overturn over 120 cases because the con¬ 
victions were achieved due to police corrup¬ 
tion; more are expected. 

There have also been severe police scan¬ 
dals in Atlanta, New Orleans, and Los Ange¬ 
les recently. A U.S. Department of Justice 
survey found that 10% of all Ohio cops had 
witnessed another cop commit an illegal act; 
in Illinois that figure was 25%. Clearly, po¬ 
lice corruption is not the exception in this so¬ 
ciety; it’s the rule. 

My question is this: If corruption is the 
very nature of policing as you always say, why 
does the state bother to prosecute the worst 
instances of police abuse and corruption ? Why 
doesn’t it just let the pigs run amok and ter¬ 
rorize us as they please, if that’s their job? 

—Perplexed in St. Paul 

Dear Perp, 

First of all, dear, most of the time the 
state does not investigate police corruption. 
The proof of this is that few cities have effec¬ 
tive civilian review boards that can investi¬ 
gate and act on complaints against the po¬ 
lice. The state only investigates and pros¬ 
ecutes in the very worst instances, and usu¬ 
ally only when forced to by public pressure. 
(That’s why you need to keep those video cam¬ 
eras rolling on the po-po, kids!) 

Also, cities consistently refuse to budget 
money to investigate police abuse. In the 
Philadelphia case you mentioned, the City 
Council turned down the district attorney’s 


request for $600,000 to finance a police cor¬ 
ruption unit. 

However, sometimes the state does make 
a half-hearted attempt to fight police corrup¬ 
tion. Why? The first reason is to keep the cops 
under control. Corruption gives cops other in¬ 
terests besides protecting the power and 
property of the ruling class (like lining their 
own pockets). If cops spend all their time 
shooting and looting for their own benefit, 
they won’t do their real jdb of maintaining 
the status quo. 

Another reason is that if the public 
thinks the police are corrupt, the state won’t 
be able to perform crucial social control func¬ 
tions, like locking up as many Black and 
Brown people as it can find. Juries won’t con¬ 
vict if they don’t trust a cop’s word, so to pre¬ 
vent this district attorneys have to constantly 
run around babbling about the “few bad 
apples” in their city’s police force and how 
they’re gonna find ’em and bust ’em just as 
soon as they have some spare time. 

But the main reason why the state pros¬ 
ecutes “bad cops” is because they have to. 
Public pressure was the only thing that forced 
Los Angeles County to prosecute the pigs in 
the Rodney King beating. It’s what forced the 
firing of (now reinstated) Minneapolis mon¬ 
ster pig Mike Sauro, and it’s what will force 
the state to take action on any other extra- 
vicious pig in the future. 

Therefore, dear readers, it’s up to us to 
keep the pressure on the cops, while not for¬ 
getting that “bad cops” aren’t a contradiction 
to the criminal justice system but a byproduct 
of it, and that the only real solution is to cre¬ 
ate a world that has no use for cops. 

Thanks for the knowledge, Abbey! Read¬ 
ers, send your questions to Abbey Lishunist 
c!o The Blast! 
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Abolish prison 


Jacksonville 
ABC Raided 

FLORIDA — After two raids of their 
house, one with no warrant, three members 
of Jacksonville Anarchist Black Cross and the 
Youth Action Movement were held January 
24 th on $10,000 bond for “criminal mischief,” 
a felony that carries a 5-year sentence. An 
emergency fund drive raised the cash to bail 
them out. 

The three, Rob, Justin, and Chris, en¬ 
tered not guilty pleas at their May 2 d arraign¬ 
ment. They plan to sue the local authorities. 

In the first raid, on January 12 th , at least 
22 tactical officers entered and searched the 
organizers’ home without a warrant and ar¬ 
rested Rob on, um, a traffic ticket. The police 
confiscated property including two legally- 
owned shotguns, political literature, com¬ 
puter disks, paint, and stencils. Rob was re¬ 
leased after 3 days. 

Police returned a second time on Janu¬ 
ary 24 th , armed with arrest warrants for the 
three. Rob was taken then and there; Justin 
and Chris were seized later at their work¬ 
places. 

ABC / YAM is a political prisoner sup¬ 
port organization and a member of the ABC 
Federation. The group provides free food and 
political literature in Jacksonville. 

Donations to: ABC—YAM/ 3628 Park St. #20 / 
Jacksonville, FL / 32205 / (ph): 904 -389 -8182. 
(email): yamjxabc@jaxnet. com 
(web site):http://www.jaxnet.com/~ yamjxabc/ 
lndex.html 

JERSEY CONTROL 
UNIT SETTLEMENT 

A member of a national political organi¬ 
zation for Black prisoners welcomed New 
Jersey prisoncrats’ settlement in December 
1995 of a class-action suit challenging the 
procedure for confinement in a control unit. 

The settlement is “a small victory for 
Black/New Afrikan kaptives and kaptives in 
general who face the prospect of being 
konfined to the control unit,” wrote U’Bay K. 
Lumumba, an organizer of the New Afrikan 
George Jackson Brigade and a member of the 
class action suit. 

The NJ DOC agreed to publish rules gov¬ 
erning the transfer of prisoners into the Man¬ 
agement Control Unit at NJ State Prison in 
Trenton. A “special master” appointed by a 
Federal magistrate will review the cases of 
MCU prisoners who had sued, and any who 
are transfered out will receive $17.50 for ev¬ 
ery day they were wrongly held in the unit. 


CHAIN 

GANGS 



— After a year, Alabama devils 
decided chain gangs were “inefficient,” and-said prisoners slaving in public would 
only have to wear leg irons. Florida and Arizona devils told The Blast! “We like the 
public spectacle. Next, maybe we’ll yoke them together by their necks.” 


INDIANA PRISONERS 
STRIKE TO STOP A STATE 
MURDER 


I 


And io are punished \ 

.../ must become a menace to my enemies. 

— June Jordan 


freed 0 *” 


Did we really save Mumia last 
summer? What if the other side faked 
us out? Postponed his murder till a 
day they thought we’d be sleeping in? 
What if we did save Mumia — but are 
powerless to save another soul? What 
if the genocide cannot be stopped one 
saved soul at a time? 

Ziyon Ishva Yisrayah almost 
died. He lives as we write this, and 
shall probably still live as you read 
it. His execution date was set for June 
14 th . No one expected the U.S. Su¬ 
preme court to grant him the stay he 
sought. But it did. 

In the week before his death date, 
when his murder appeared certain, he 
and his comrades were said to be “at 
peace.” A word to anyone besides 
them who ever feels “at peace” — 
damn you. It is not peace we need. 

On a cold December morning in 
1980, one Indianapolis cop shot an¬ 
other one in the back during a raid. 
(Remember MOVE & the Phillie 
cops?) They were storming the house 
of some local “troublemakers” — com- 
munity activists Tommie Smith 
(Ziyon Yisrayah) and Gregory 
Resnover (Ajamu Nassor). No suprise: 
•The government charged both men 
with killing the cop — 

•The evidence that the only people 
behind the cop were other cops, and 
that the fatal bullet came from nei¬ 
ther gun in the house, just didn’t 
make it into court — 

•Both men were sentenced to death. 
In December 1994, the state mur¬ 
dered Ajamu. 

After Ajamu’s execution, a guard 
was stabbed to death. The authorities 
claim it was retaliation. They have 
framed Khalfani Khaldun for it. They 
want to give him death, too. (See p. 
16.) How will we stop it? 

Last summer, across this empire, 


we packed our tiny bookstores with* 
meetings late into humid nights. We 
would save Mumia. In our streets, we 
defied cops on horses and breathed 
pepper spray. Our torches warned of 
the fires to come. Were we the men¬ 
ace we hoped? What threat are we 
today? 

All but invisible to us, but far 
more frightening to our rulers, the 
comrades on the inside fight like hell 
to keep the living alive for another 
day. With Ziyon’s assassination ap¬ 
proaching, a full dining-hall of pris¬ 
oners ate in unbroken silence, a long- 
used form of direct action that pris¬ 
oners know will disrupt the smooth 
functioning of the prison for days. At 
great personal price —«'they are the 
ones who will be locked down. An ac¬ 
tion of this kind is a showing of high 
political will, and a sign of tall respect. 
Outsiders should take note that Ziyon 
has apparently earned it. 

The authorities tripped. Already, 
they had locked down 10 alleged agi¬ 
tators, including 2 known to prison- 
press readers: Lorenzo Stone-Bey and 
Shaka Shakur (see p. 21). They were 
transferred to the Maximum Control 
Complex 8 miles away at Westville, 
which some of them had sued to get 
out of. 

There is no justice. It follows that 
we must disturb the “peace.” The 
Democratic convention in Chicago, 
August 26 th through 29 th , hands us the 
chance we want. (See blurbs on next 
page). Mpls. ARA will be going. They 
meet at Arise! Books, 2441 Lyndale, 
Tuesdays at 7 sharp. 

Info: Love and Rage Prison Abo¬ 
lition Working Group / 1929 S. 
5th St. / Mpls., MN 55455 
Get in touch. 

Build the Anti-Genocide 
Campaign in the Nine-Six. 


SEE you IN <HI(A 60 ! 


Build the 
Anti- 
Genocide 
Campaign 

_ abolish the white race 

When the world is running down l You make the 
best of what's still around. — The Police (aptly named) 

That’s what rich, middle-class, and no small number of 
poor whites are doing. Their America is falling in big, ugly 
chunks around them. Some of them push the idea that the 
biblical end is near. But others of them understand what’s 
happening. These people see their privilege eroding — and 
will make everyone else pay hell for it. If we let them. 

For the rich, gutting affirmative action, spending wel¬ 
fare dollars on prisons, and speeding up executions might 
save the old America. But many whites want these mea¬ 
sures to be something much worse: Steps toward a new, even 
crazier society. 

These people are building the fastest-growing social 
movement in the U.S. today — the “Christian right.” Un¬ 
like anyone on the left, the fascists put out a big picture. 
There’s a neat, orderly belief-system members buy into. That 
ideology condemns millions of us to imaginary hell — and 
hell on earth. 

They stole the word ‘Values,” and our slogan “Hatred is 
not a family value” is weak. Instead, we need to be putting 
out a revolutionary worldview. For example, we need to re¬ 
fute their view that they, and the state to which they are 
(mostly) loyal, have the right to execute people convicted of 
certain acts. They have no such right. Their values create 
the crimes they would punish. 

A campaign to stop the death-row bloodbath will have 
to bust out all these people’s assumptions, starting with their 
take-it-for-granted attitude about their own social status. 
“Nobody has the right to make us feel guilty,” they whine 
when their privilege is threatened. Our answer: Nobody 
gives a damn how you feel. Feel anyway you please, but you 
can’t have any power over anybody else. 

But here is whiteness’s baddest assumption of all: That 
people can only live happy, peaceful lives when order is im¬ 
posed on them from above. Diety, government, bosses, sol¬ 
dier-cops, male head of nuclear family. Such a society can 
only keep going when the people underneath sweat and bleed 
— and allow the people above them the authority to punish. 
To spank, to slap, to rape, to fine, to imprison, to execute. 

Robbing the powerful of their authority depends on ad¬ 
dressing people’s fears more clearly than the pro-death 
Christian rightists. They point to chaos in the world and 
offer people an illusion of order. 

We need to show that freedom is not chaos. Chaos and 
violence are built into the current society, and will be born 
again in any new one that the white rightists make. 

The movement we build in defense of death-row pris¬ 
oners, “innocent” and “guilty,” “political” and “apolitical” 
alike, must show our belief that, when power and privilege 
are overthrown from below, the rules that protected them 
can be cast aside. Genocide protects gods and masters from 
slaves. Free people need none of the above. 
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REPRESSION BREEDS . . . 




...and 

rebels 

deserve 

support! 



A call for solidarity with the worki 


Many poor young people, especially youth 
from colonized nations in the U.S., have taken 
low-level jobs in a high-risk, un-unionized in¬ 
dustry — the illegal drug industry. While their 
immediate bosses are usually from the same 
circumstances as the bottom-rung workers, the 
top investors are kickin it in the suburbs. The 
workplace — the streets — has a higher in¬ 
jury and mortality rate than America’s most 
dangerous packinghouse or stamping plant. 
The investors may snort a little powder (or a 
lot of powder), but they know they risk a maxi¬ 
mum of 5 years if they get busted with 500 
grams. That’s a hundred times as much dope 
as will get a worker a mandatory 5 years, be¬ 
cause the worker is selling cheap rock, not 
pricey powder. Besides death or crippling in¬ 
jury, a mandatory minimum of 5 years is this 
industry’s main occupational hazard. 

A committee of sober kill-joys called the 


Crushing a 
July ’95 
rebellion at 
Parchman, 
Mississippi 
(Left). 
Below, sup¬ 
porters of 
March ’96 
strike at 
Oak Park 
Heights. 

Photo: Jim West / Impact Visuals 
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WATCH. OUTj THEY'RE . 


NOT ON 
THE CUEST 
LIST! 


Contribute to the insanity of the Demo¬ 
cratic Convention in Chicago, which the po¬ 
lice lieutenants may picket in a labor dispute, 
and where suburban Jeezuz troopers will be 
fondling their ketchupy fetus toys and moan¬ 
ing. 

Demonstrate against mass incarcera¬ 
tion, the death penalty as genocide, and 
cops as occupiers. 

Not on the Guest List! is a growing coa¬ 
lition, including Operation PUSH, AIM Grand 
Council, Puerto Rican Cultural Center, 
Leonard Peltier Defense Cmte., Equal Jus¬ 
tice / Quixote Center, and Mpls. ARA. 

Demands: • Expose & oppose the rac¬ 
ism & classism of the criminal “justice” sys¬ 
tem; • Free all political prisoners in U.S. jails; 
• Stop police brutality. 

Demonstration, direct action & civil dis¬ 
obedience: Tuesday, August 27 th . 

Not on the Guest List! / 2048 W. Division 
Chgo., IL / 60622 / 312-278-6706. 


U.S. Sentencing Commission told the snow- 
heads in Congress to change the law because 
its result looked embarassing: Of 90,000 Fed¬ 
eral prisoners, 14,000 are doing time for crack; 
of them, 88.3% are Black, 7.1% are Latino/a, and 
4.1% are white. This, even though the DEA says 
46% of crack users are white. And everyone ad¬ 
mits that powder is a white thing. 

Congress has gone along with the commis¬ 
sion 500 times before, but not this time. You 
know what happened next. Last October, fol¬ 
lowing the vote to keep the law the same, the 
biggest uprising in the U.S. since L.A., rocked 
at least 38 Federal prisons. Many prisoners not 
in for crack participated, and the crack law was 
not the only injustice being hit. The drug-trade 
workers’ wildcat action opened up space for non¬ 
drug-war prisoners to protest prison conditions 
generally, as happened at Oak Park Heights in 
Minnesota. 



Prisoner Strike in Minnesota’s 0*P*H— 
I s1 Control Unit Opened Here 


They’re kept in badly-ventilated cells 
and fed out-dated meat. What they can read 
and wear is vulnerable to official whim. 
They are forbidden to kiss loved ones on the 
lips. For their labor, they are paid 40 cents 
an hour. On the morning of March 4 th , 120 
prisoners in the Minnesota Correctional 
Facility-Oak Park Heights struck back. 
They refused to leave their cells for work. 
In prison, that’s the closest you get to a 
picket line. 

Six hours later they were locked down. 
Even so, the strike spread to other units, 
including a high-security wing, where pris¬ 
oners refused food. They, too, were locked 
down. 

Their demands: A raise, end to guard 
brutality, restoration of old, less-restrictive 
visitation policies, improved ventilation, 
continued ability to make collect calls, a law 
library that meets Constitutional standards, 
and return of cable TV (which prisoners pay 
for). 

Eleven days later, authorities lifted the 


lock down without making a single conces¬ 
sion. Alleged organizers and those who re¬ 
fused to end their strike were transferred 
to a new Special Handling Unit, which, at 
52 beds, is full. The condition for getting 
out: Quit the strike. 

Because the unit’s purpose is punish¬ 
ment of political activity in the prison, ac¬ 
tivists term it Minnesota’s first control unit. 

Mpls. ABC called a demo outside OPH 
with Anti-Racist Action, the Cmte. Seeking 
Equal Justice, and Love & Rage, as well as 
independent radicals, including labor-his¬ 
tory prof Peter Rachleff. 

Stillwater is one lame-ass suburb for 
real; anybody out there who wants to make 
us feel more welcome next time should get 
in touch quick, because we’re all from the 
city and we feel lost, parking in the mud 
and surrounded by “Minnesota nice” cop¬ 
pers sneering at us. C’mon, Stillwater, we 
know some of you are down, look us up. 

OPH prisoners who read this, write 
back. 


Oee yOU IN (HKACO! C[> 


A Growing Organization 
CALIFORNIA COALITION FOR WOMEN 
PRISONERS 

Since its start a scant 20 months ago, 
this group of prisoners, ex-prisoners, attor¬ 
neys, legal workers, and activists has: 
•Backed up a class-action suit over medical 
conditions at the Central CA Women’s Facil¬ 
ity (aka Chowchilla, aka CCWF); • picketed 
Chowchilla; •blockaded the DOC offices in 
S.F., taking 10 arrests; ‘raised cash at a gig 
with Angela Davis; •funded medical care for 
a prisoner with sickle-cell disease. Next: 
•June 8 — demo at newly-opened Valley 
State Prison for Women, across the street 
from Chowchilla; • June 22 — statewide con¬ 
ference of women ex-prisoners. 

The number of women prisoners in Cali¬ 
fornia jumped 10% in ’94 and 12% in ’95, to 
9,700. The DOC says the population is 36.6% 
white, 34.3% Black, 22.7% Latina, and 6.4% 
“other” — Asian & Native. Prisoncrats claim 
the number of HIV+ women is 200, but 
CCWP says it’s more like 1000. Pregnant 

prisoners get no 
prenatal care; 
stillbirths are 
rising. 

More info —415- 
255-7036. 

Make chex to: 
CCWP/LSPC 
100 McAlister 
SF, CA 94102 
BLANKET 
RESPONSE 
FROM 
GUARDS’ 
UNIONS 
Rikers Is¬ 
land (NY) pris¬ 
oners burned 
blankets in May 
to protest over¬ 
crowding and 
guard abuse; 7 
prisoners & 7 guards suffered smoke inhala¬ 
tion. The Correction Officers Benevolent 
Assoc, president complained about danger¬ 
ous working conditions (ho hum). Same week, 
Pontiac (IL) death row prisoners went on 
hunger strike over the confiscation of their 
blankets & sheets, which some had hung over 
cell fronts for privacy. The AFSCME local rep¬ 
resenting guards lobbied Gov. Edgar to ban 
the blankets. Yo, who forgot to tell the guards 
that “unions are the front line of struggle?” 

Chicago Aug. 21—25 

ACTIVE RESISTANCE! 

A 5-day gathering for planning, network¬ 
ing, and fun: Coops, collectives, alternative 
economics, community organizing, building 
revolutionary movements. Lots of practical 
skills workshops. Aug. 26 th —29 th : Festival 
of the Oppressed harries the Democraps. 
Aug. 30 th —31 st : Planning meeting of the 
new Network of Anarchist Collectives. 

Sponsoring groups include: Earth First!, 
Network of Anarchist Collectives, Lumpen 
Media Group, Seeds of Peace, North Ameri¬ 
can Animal Liberation Front Support Group, 
Wise Fool Puppet Intervention Theater, 
Cures Not Wars, Neither East Nor West, Ye 
Olde C & D Printe Shoppe. 

Pre-register before July 15 th for only $20; 
it’s $25 after, but no one turned away. 

Info: Autonomous Zone / 1573 N. 
Milwaukee #420 / Chgo., IL / 60622 
312*278*7007 / ugwiller@bug.edu 
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REVIEWS 


Live From 
Death Row 

by Mumia Abu-Jamal 


(215pp, $10.95, Addison-Wesley, 1995) 
African Americans represent only nine 
percent of the population in Pennsylvania. 
Meanwhile, sixty percent of men on death 
row in that state are African American. 
Mumia Abu-Jamal, a political prisoner, is 
part of this percentage. In 1981 he was shot 
by a cop, was denied the basic rights given to 
defendants on trial, and was sentenced to 
death. He’s been on death row for 14 years. 
Live From Death Row is a series of com¬ 



mentaries written by Jamal, some of which 
were at one time slated to be aired on Na¬ 
tional Public Radio’s program “All Things 
Considered.” These were never aired because 
NPR caved into threats made by the Frater¬ 
nal Order of the Police (FOP), a right-wing 
organization that h^s actually demonstrated 
outside of recent Jamal court hearings in 
Philadelphia. Thank goodness Addison- 
Wesley did the right thing and ignored the 
harassment techniques of FOP, who tried to 
stop them from publishing this book. 

The cops don’t want you to read this 
book. That’s one good reason why you should. 
Another reason to read Live From Death 
Row ? It’s a damn good book. It’s about real 
life in prison—and it’s written from the per¬ 
spective of someone who is living through the 
experience as we speak. 

Jamal’s main themes are death row, 
prison brutality, police brutality, and racist 
court rulings and legislation. All of this is 
presented in a style that reads like a diary of 
sorts, like an index of untold stories and re¬ 
cent history. Most of the book is not about 


Jamal himself. He writes about Manny, an 
epileptic prisoner who was intentionally 
given a combination of drugs that caused sei¬ 
zures, destroyed his liver, and almost killed 
him. He also writes about Bobby Brightwell, 
who was repeatedly assaulted by prison 
guards in the Restricted Housing Unit of 
Rockview prison in Pennsylvania. These are 
to name just a couple of examples. 

Mumia’s commentaries are not just food 
for thought but a call to action, not just for 
his own liberation but for all who suffer in 
prison. This book is in fact a commentary on 
the very fabric of our society—a society that 
is in denial about the acts of inhumanity and 
torture that go on every day behind prison 
walls. 

Mumia Abu-Jamal was scheduled to be 
executed last year in May. Remember that 
when you read this book you are acting 
against the wishes of the racist FOP, the 
criminal Judge Sabo (who sentenced Mumia 
to death), the ruthless pro-death penalty 
Governor Ridge of Pennsylvania, and the cop 
who tried to kill Mumia 14 years ago. Also 
remember that it was an international move¬ 
ment of angry people that pressured Judge 
Sabo to postpone the execution last year. But 
most important, remember that Mumia is 
still on death row. There is more struggle to 
come. 

Don’t let Mumia Abu-Jamal’s voice be 
silenced. Read this book! 

For updated information about Mumia’s 
situation and what you can do, contact: In¬ 
ternational Concerned Family and Friends 
of Mumia Abu-Jamal, PO Box 19709, Phila¬ 
delphia, PA 19143; phone and fax: 215-476- 
8812. 

—Justine Abinni 

Roads to Dominion: 

Right-wing Movements and Political 
Power n the United States 

by Sara Diamond 

(445 pp, $19.95, Guilford Press, 1995) 

Now is the time to know our enemy and 
this book about the development of contem¬ 
porary right-wing social movements is a good 
place to start. 

Diamond states that basically, “to be 
right-wing means to support the state in its 
capacity as enforcer of order and to oppose 
the state as distributor of wealth and power 
downward and more equitably in society.” She 
divides the Right roughly into four move¬ 
ments, all of which fit her basic definition of 
right-wing but differ in their priorities and 
origins. These are the conservative (or anti¬ 
communist) movement, the racist Right, the 
Christian Right, and the neoconservative 
“movement.” 

The big picture this book gives of the 
right-wing’s rise to power is its most impor¬ 
tant feature. Don’t get lost (especially in the 
first few chapters) by getting too hung up on 
the multitudes of organizations, coalitions, 
front groups and splinters Diamond follows. 
This tendency lessens by the middle chap¬ 
ters, and the final parts of the book are the 
better for it. 

Diamond’s history of the contemporary 
Right begins with the end of World War II, a 
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time characterized by right-wing preoccupa¬ 
tion with the “communist threat” at home and 
abroad. This anticommunism was an ideol¬ 
ogy about “preserving economic inequality,” 
as well as “obedience to authority, and repres¬ 
sion of domestic political dissent and devi¬ 
ant tendencies in the broader culture.” 

The anticommunist emphasis on main¬ 
taining traditional power imbalances was 
consistent with the anti-civil rights stance 
that the Right seized upon during the 1950s 
and 1960s. When the “race issue” precipitated 
a realignment of the Democratic and Repub¬ 
lican parties, right-wing activists took advan¬ 
tage of white racist resistance to civil rights 
to place themselves in a new position of in¬ 
fluence within the Republican party. 

Sara Diamond writes that the success of 
the Right can be attributed in part to the “as¬ 
tute appreciation” right-wing strategists had 
of “the salience of race and traditional mo¬ 
rality issues, and the Republican Party’s po¬ 
tential reliance on an anti-civil rights, ‘pro- 
family’ agenda.” This “combined message of 
traditional morality and white ethnic frus¬ 
tration” has proven to be a consistently pow¬ 
erful weapon of the Right into the 1990s. 
Right-wing politicians and organizers of all 
stripes have continued to benefit from subtle 
racist rhetoric, while publicly distancing 
themselves from the crude and explicit rac¬ 
ism of Klan and neo-nazi-type groups. 

Unlike the rest of the Right in the 1990s, 
the explicitly racist Right continues to be of 
marginal political influence. Diamond at¬ 
tributes this mostly to the loss of popular le¬ 
gitimacy for their blatantly segregationist 
and white supremacist views. She doesn’t 
rule out a resurgence of the racist Right, how¬ 
ever. David Duke is an example of one rela¬ 
tively successful figure of the racist Right who 
used a new, more sophisticated, and “main¬ 
stream” approach to racist politics. His rac¬ 
ist rhetoric proved popular—his real liabil¬ 
ity was his association with disreputable 
groups such as the Klan. 

The unifying focus of anticommunism 
brought various right-wing tendencies into 
closer alliance and built lasting ties to gov¬ 
ernment agencies. One interesting example 
of this is the role of the Christian Right in 
foreign affairs in the 1980s. At a time when 
they were having difficulty advancing their 
legislative moral agenda (outlawing abortion, 
persecuting queers, enforcing the supremacy 
of the traditional nuclear family), Christian 
Right organizations became heavily involved 
in supporting right-wing regimes and para¬ 
military “freedom fighters” in Central 
America and Southern Africa. By making 
themselves an indispensable asset to elites 
in their support of the Reagan 
administration’s foreign policy, they gained 
invaluable political ties and insider status. 
Diamond argues that this also probably al¬ 
lowed the violent wing of the Christian Right 
to avoid repression for its attacks on women’s 
clinics. 

Diamond specifically avoids the liberal 
tendency of labeling certain right-wing move¬ 
ments as “radical” and “extremist.” She 
rightly points out that the “fringe” label de¬ 
tracts attention from the strength and popu¬ 
lar appeal of right-wing movements (and 
from the importance of fighting them), while 
slandering radicals on the left as well. 

Fighting the Right is not a question of 
claiming the “mainstream” but of fighting for 
greater freedom and democratic power in all 
areas of life. This book is helpful in under¬ 
standing how the Right blocks such 
progress—the rest is up to us. 

—Erin Immaculate 


Industrial Society 
and Its Future 

The Unabomber Manifesto 

by FC 

(Available on the web: http:// 
www.soci.niu.edu/~critcom/uni/uni.txt) 

While the 
Unabomber case has 
received tons of cov¬ 
erage in the mass 
media, there has 
been almost no dis¬ 
cussion of the politics 
of the Unabomber— 
or more appropri¬ 
ately, the anarchist 
group FC. (We here 
at The Blast! still be¬ 
lieve that a person is innocent until proven 
guilty, and are not conviced by FBI accounts 
that the bombings are the act of one person.) 
Any discussion of their critique of technol¬ 
ogy should begin with their manifesto, “In¬ 
dustrial Society and Its Future.” 

Interestingly, the essay begins (and con¬ 
cludes) not with an analysis of industrial so¬ 
ciety but with a critique of leftism. The basis 
of this criticism lies in what they call the 
“power process.” All individuals, they argue, 
have a biological and psychological need for 
power and the autonomy to exercise it. 

According to FC, leftism is a twisted 
product of a disrupted power process. Left¬ 
ists are generally wracked by feelings of pow¬ 
erlessness, guilt, and low self-esteem. As a 
result, they tend to identify with anyone in 
society who is seen as inferior or powerless: 
women, “minorities” (FC’s word), dis abled 
people, gays and lesbians, etc. A leftist's in- 11 " 
feriority complex leads to “collectivism” be¬ 
cause “he can feel strong only as a member 
of a large organization or a mass movement.” 

This “psychology of leftism” is represen¬ 
tative of the problems of all of society, they 
argue. In today’s technological society, psy¬ 
chological problems exist on a massive scale. 

FC do a nice job showing how science and 
technology create structures that make soci¬ 
ety run more smoothly while simultaneously 
depriving humans of their freedom. The only 
solution to this contradiction between tech¬ 
nology and human freedom, they argue, is to 
smash technology. We can’t separate the 
“good” from the “bad” technologies because 
all technologies are connected and dependent 
on each other. The only solution is to fight 
the whole technological system through a 
revolution. 

The task of anti-technology revolution¬ 
aries is twofold, FC argues. First, “we must 
work to heighten the social stresses within 
the system” to encourage industrial collapse, 
making revolution possible. (This is probably 
the reason for FC’s bombings.) Second, revo¬ 
lutionaries need to create and publicize a new 
ideology that opposes technology and pro¬ 
poses “wild nature” as an alternative. (Sur¬ 
prisingly, there is very little discussion here 
about what wild nature is and why it’s so 
important.) 

Revolutionary strategy is where FC’s 
critiques of industrialism and leftism come 
together. Unlike other revolutions in history, 
the revolution against technology must be 
absolutely opposed to leftist infiltration. They 
argue that leftists would redirect the struggle 
against technology to “secondary” issues like 
social justice, leading the revolution to inevi¬ 
table defeat. (Given the evils of leftists ac¬ 
cording to FC, it’s surprising that they 
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haven’t bombed any yet. Activists, check your 
mailboxes!) 

The manifesto’s critique of technology 
and bourgeois freedom, as well as its call for 
a revolutionary response to industry and 
human alienation, are the most appealing 
and radical aspects of the manifesto. How¬ 
ever, there is also an ugly conservative flip- 
side to the manifesto. 

The demands of feminists, people of color, 
and other oppressed groups are disregarded 
by FC, partly because they think these groups 
want to impose “political correctness” on ev¬ 
eryone else (it doesn’t take an FBI raid to 
recognize the obvious white male perspective 
of the manifesto and the group) and partly 
because they are secondary to the “real” 
struggle of destroying industrial society. “The 
way to discourage ethnic conflict,” for ex¬ 
ample, “is NOT through minority rights. In¬ 
stead, the revolutionaries should emphasize 
that although minorities do suffer more or 
less disadvantage, this disadvantage is of 
peripheral significance. Our real enemy is the 
industrial-technological system.” 

It’s hard to tell whether this disregard 
and even fear of oppressed groups and their 
demands is simply white male paranoia or if 
it’s the underbelly of a politics that assumes 
there is a “natural” human condition that has 
been “perverted” by industrial society. This 
perversion of the “normal” human psyche 
apparently creates not only technological 
horrors but also transexuality, affirmative 
action, and “hypersensitivity” about words 
such as “chick” or “oriental.” 

It is in FC’s psychological explanation of 
industrial society where their radical critique 
is radically wrong. Despite what they claim, 
human thought and actions do not have a 
biological basis, nor do all humans share a 
common “human nature.” Instead, we are 
products of a society which conditions us and 
which we in turn condition. The same sys¬ 
tem that created technology, centralization 
and unfreedom—capitalism (a word hardly 
mentioned in the manifesto)—also helps cre¬ 
ate the kind of people we are. 

The problems of the world, in other 
words, are not psychological ones caused by 
an inability to complete the “power process” 
but political problems of fighting unequal and 
unjust power. The task is not to return to 
some “natural” state of human consciousness 
but to create new social structures, which will 
in turn create new and free forms of con¬ 
sciousness. FC do not see this, unfortunately. 
The role technology will play in creating these 
new structures deserves serious discussion, 
but the object is not to abandon technology 
but to smash capitalism and the forms of op¬ 
pression that FC mistakenly thinks are sec¬ 
ondary to the question of technology. 

Publishing their manifesto involved a 
great risk for FC. Possibly one of their mem¬ 
bers is in jail for it right now. Did their strat¬ 
egy of bombs ‘n manifestos work? Or is FC 
destined to be written off as just another 
group of nuts with too much Semtex on their 
hands? In any case, it’s time activists took 
the politics of the Unabomber seriously. 

—joel 

Hate 

(La Haine) 

Directed by Mathieu Kassovitz 

Do whatever you have to do to see this 
movie. 

Quite simply, it’s one of the best movies 
I have ever seen. The story is about one day 
in the lives of three youths living in the 
projects of a poor suburb outside of Paris. (In 


Europe, poor folks generally live in the sub¬ 
urbs, not the inner cities). Vinz is Jewish, 
Sayid is Arab-French, and Hubert is African- 
French, but these three friends all share a 
life of poverty and a similar desire to escape 
the projects. Sayid wants to get out by mak¬ 
ing big money and Hubert wants to leave via 
boxing. Vinz wants to get out by killing a cop. 

As it turns out, Vinz’s method is the most 
appropriate at the moment. Riots had bro¬ 
ken out the night before after the police se¬ 
verely beat an Arab friend of theirs (the movie 
uses real riot footage from 1994 student 
strikes in Paris). If he dies, Vinz swears to 
avenge his death by shooting a cop. 

Sayid and Hubert think Vinz’s idea is 
stupid, and all three of them argue about the 
advantages and disadvantages of offing pigs 
throughout the day, Sayid and Hubert argue 
that killing a cop won’t solve anything and 
that not all cops are bad. Vinz doesn’t care; 
this whole system stinks and he’s going to 
fight back. He has nothing to lose, and he 
won’t take their shit anymore. Vinz has gone 
from merely hating the system to wanting to 
smash it the only way he knows how: one pig 
at a time. He is, without ever saying it, a 
working class revolutionary. 

In the meantime, the three spend the day 
telling cops to fuck off, running from cops, 
fighting nazi skinheads, taking drugs, has¬ 
sling yuppies, and hanging out, bored. The 
dialogue and the action throughout this film 
is great; at times it’s simply amazing. The 
story gets more and more intense as the night 
wears on after Sayid and Hubert get detained 
and tortured by cops; the conclusion is stun¬ 
ning. 

My only criticism of this movie is its por¬ 
trayal of women. There are no women who 
play important roles, and the women who do 
appear are treated stereotypically: the tattle¬ 
tale sister, the nagging mother, the sexpot. 

Despite this, Hate is probably the most 
anti-cop movie ever made, and for that rea¬ 
son alone you should see it. But the acting, 
story, and filming style is also very cool, which 
makes it a great film even without its anti¬ 
pig, proto-revolutionary theme. Don’t get put 
off by the subtitles (it’s in French) or the 
black-and-white film; it adds to the effect. Do 
whatever you have to do to see this movie. 

—joel 

Land and Freedom 

directed by Ken Loach 

This movie is about the Spanish Revolu¬ 
tion and is based heavily on the book Hom¬ 
age To Catalonia , George Orwell’s story of his 
experiences in one of the RO.U.M. (Worker’s 
Party of Marxist Unification) militias that 
fought against Franco’s Fascist invasion in 
the 1930s. Like Orwell’s book, Loach’s movie 
shows how true revolutionary goals of Span¬ 
ish workers were squashed by the pro-Stalin 
Communist Party. 

Land and Freedom follows the political 
transformation of Dave Carr, an English 
member of the Communist Party who trav¬ 
els to Spain to fight Fascism, but also to fight 
for a worker’s revolution. Not understanding 
the political distinctions between different 
anti-Fascist militia groups in Spain, he falls 
in with the P.O.U.M. by chance. 

In heartwarming scenes for contempo¬ 
rary anarchists, Loach illustrates how the 
majority in P.O.U.M. were genuinely fight¬ 
ing for workers and peasants to have control 
of their own destiny. After a remarkable 
battle scene depicting the liberation of a Fas¬ 
cist-held town by the militias, a village meet¬ 
ing is held in the church rectory (now the 
property of the townspeople). Here, the vil¬ 


lagers have a passionate debate—one typi¬ 
cal of struggles going on all throughout Spain 
at this time—about whether or not to collec¬ 
tivize the land. The discussion results in a 
vote to collectivize! 

When Carr travels back to Barcelona 
after being injured on the front he joins up 
with the Popular Army, led by the Spanish 
Communist Party. Soon after, he finds him¬ 
self on the wrong side of the barricades, shoot¬ 
ing at C.N.T. workers as they defend them¬ 
selves against Communist attacks on collec¬ 
tivized work sites. During the anarchist de¬ 



fense of the Telephone Exchange, Carr leaves 
the Communist Party lines, destroys his 
Party handbook, and travels back to the front 
lines to fight with the P.O.U.M. against the 
Fascists until the government-in-exile, led by 
the Communist Party and armed by Stalin, 
begins its purge of revolutionary forces. 

Blanca was the female hero in the movie. 
I loved her strong character and am glad that 
Loach chose to portray the participation of 
women in the revolution. I especially appre¬ 
ciated his exploration of some of the ways in 
which women experienced sexism during the 
war. However, I thought Blanca’s relation¬ 
ships with men were too central to the devel¬ 
opment of her character. I would have loved 
to know how she joined the militia outside of 
the fact that she and her boyfriend joined at 
the same time. 

The only other downfall I saw in the 
movie was that I wished Loach had empha¬ 
sized the extent to which collectivization had 
succeeded in Spain and how the workers’ and 
peasants’ anti-authoritarian ideology did not 
exist in a vacuum. Millions of people partici¬ 
pated in the collectivization of factories, 
farms, and public utilities. A revolution was 
happening in the workplaces as well as on 
the front lines. The struggle against the Com¬ 
munist Party did not exist within the con¬ 
fines of ideological warfare but in the practi¬ 
cal reality of how everyday life was structured 
in many parts of Spain. 

I was really moved by this movie and felt 
proud to be an anarchist. It was the rank and 
file anarchists who stuck by the P.O.U.M.— 
the first group to bear the brunt of the at¬ 
tack against revolutionaries by the Commu¬ 
nist Party. Tragically, many, many revolution¬ 
ary anarchists and socialists were murdered 
by the Stalinist Communist Party in order 
to restore the path for a bourgeois democracy. 
This is the heinous truth about the outcome 
of the Spanish struggle, which in the end did 
not even produce a defeat of fascism. Land 
and Freedom is a dramatic movie about how 
authoritarian politics impair struggles 
against fascism and ultimately destroy revo¬ 
lutions. 

—Justine Abinni 


Outpunk 

Issue #5, Spring ‘96 

(POB 170501, San Francisco, CA 94117) 

I have to admit that I parted ways with 
most everything punk several years ago, but 
this is one source of punkrockness that I con¬ 
tinue to pay attention to. 

Outpunk #5 is the most polished issue 
I’ve seen yet, and full of fun stuff for the whole 
family. They interview a gay Latino skinhead 
about being HIV positive in a scene not 

known for 
queer- 
friendli- 
ness, as 
well as 
queercore 
bands 
Team 
Dresch and 
Mouthfull. 
There’s 
^ also an en- 
*§ tertaining 
| interview 
w i t h 
se Ter en ce 
Smith, 
§ a.k.a. Joan 
*3 Jett Blakk, 
a drag 
queen ac¬ 
tivist who is headed for a second run for the 
presidency in 1996 on a platform of “Total 
Anarchy.” 

My favorite thing in this issue is a hi¬ 
larious photo essay of dyke punk band Tribe 
8 and their guest appearance with Luther 
Campbell of 2 Live Crew at the taping of 
“Luke’s Peep Show,” a pay-per-view special. 
Apparently he invited them along because he 
heard that they play their shows topless— 
but I would guess that he got more than he 
expected. According to Outpunk , “The plug 
was pulled on the party after only five min¬ 
utes of shooting, so we may never get to see 
this footage.” Damn, just when I was about 
to call and order cable. 

The issue is rounded off by a long fea¬ 
ture entitled, “What’s Wrong With Punk 
Rock?” The author, Matt Wobensmith, a 
three-year veteran of MaximumRocknRoll, 
finds plenty of problems, including the insu¬ 
lar nostalgia of the whole subculture and the 
tendency to justify racist, sexist, and 
homophobic actions as just a part of punk’s 
shock value. Of course, he writes, there isn’t 
anything rebellious about such aspects of 
punk at all, since bigotry is the norm in this 
society. 

The essay ends on a harsh note: “For all 
of [punk’s] ‘political’ posturing, all of its 
claims of radicalness, it’s hardly any of ei¬ 
ther. It’s upsetting that this movement has 
attracted so many young, intelligent, and ide¬ 
alistic people, giving them mock battles to 
fight instead of directing them to real issues. 
There’s a whole mess of people out there spin¬ 
ning their wheels forever in the fake struggle 
and pseudo-rebellion of this whole scene.” Of 
course this is all in the context of a magazine 
that calls itself punk—that’s the great thing 
about Outpunk : It strays from the rigid for¬ 
mula of most punk zines, embraces “subcul¬ 
tural diversity,” and applies some critical 
thinking to its own roots. 

Outpunk is also a record label. Write to 
them for a copy of their zine or a catalog of 
their recordings. 

—Erin Immaculate 
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